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METHODS, SYSTEMS AND APPARATUS
RELATING TO COMBUSTION TURBINE
POWER PLANTS WITH EXHAUST GAS
RECIRCULATION

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This application is related to U.S. application Ser. Nos.
13/444,956; 13/444,972, now abandoned; U.S. application
Ser. Nos. 13/444,906; 13/444,918; 13/444,929; 13/444,948;
13/444,986; and 13/445,088, now granted as U.S. Pat. No.
8,539,749, all of which were filed concurrently herewith, and
which are fully incorporated by reference herein and made a
part thereof.

This present application relates generally to combustion
turbine engines and systems related thereto. More specifi-
cally, but not by way of limitation, the present application
relates to methods, systems and/or apparatus for achieving
operation at the stoichiometric point and extracting a working
fluid having desired characteristics within various types of
combustion turbine systems having exhaust gas recirculation.

Oxidant-fuel ratio is the mass ratio of oxidant, typically air,
to fuel present in an internal combustion engine. As one of
ordinary skill in the art will appreciate, if just enough oxidant
is provided to completely burn all of the fuel, a stoichiometric
ratio of 1 is achieved (which may be referred to herein as
“operating at the stoichiometric point” or “stoichiometric
point operation”). In combustion turbine systems, it will be
appreciated that combustion at the stoichiometric point may
be desirable for several reasons, including lowering emis-
sions levels as well as performance tuning reasons. In addi-
tion, by definition, stoichiometric point operation may be
used to provide an exhaust (which, in the case of a system that
includes exhaust recirculation, may be referred to generally
as “working fluid”) that is substantially free of oxygen and
unspent fuel. More specifically, when operating at the sto-
ichiometric point, the working fluid flowing through certain
sections of the recirculation circuit or loop may consists of
significantly high levels of carbon dioxide and nitrogen,
which, when fed into an air separation unit, may yield sub-
stantially pure streams of these gases.

As one of ordinary skill in the art will appreciate, produc-
ing gas streams of carbon dioxide and nitrogen in this manner
has economic value. For example, the sequestration of carbon
dioxide has potential value given current environmental con-
cerns relating to emission of this gas. In addition, pure gas
streams of carbon dioxide and nitrogen are useful in many
industrial applications. Also, carbon dioxide may be injected
into the ground for enhanced oil recovery. As a result, novel
power plant system configurations and/or control methods
that provide efficient methods by which stoichiometric point
operation may be achieved would be useful and valuable. This
would be particularly true if novel systems and methods pro-
vided effective ways by which existing power plants using
reheat and exhaust gas recirculation could achieve improved
operation via relatively minor, cost-effective modifications.
Other advantages to the systems and methods of the present
invention will become apparent to one of ordinary skill in the
art given the description of several exemplary embodiments
that is provided below.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The present application thus describes a method of con-
trolling a power plant that comprises a working fluid and a
recirculation loop, wherein the power plant includes a com-
bustor operably connected to a turbine, the method including

20

25

30

40

45

55

60

2

the steps of: recirculating at least a portion of the working
fluid through the recirculation loop; controlling the power
plant such that the combustor at least periodically operates at
a preferred stoichiometric ratio; and extracting the working
fluid from at least one of a first extraction point and a second
extraction point positioned on the recirculation loop during
the periods when the combustor operates at the preferred
stoichiometric ratio.

The present application further describes a power plant
configured to include a recirculation loop about which a
working fluid is recirculated, the recirculation loop compris-
ing a plurality of components configured to accept an outtlow
ofworking fluid from a neighboring upstream component and
provide an inflow of working fluid to a neighboring down-
stream component, wherein the recirculation loop includes: a
recirculation compressor; a combustor positioned down-
stream of the recirculation compressor; a turbine positioned
downstream of the combustor; and a recirculation conduit
configured to direct the outflow of working fluid from the
turbine to the recirculation compressor. The power plant may
include: a first extraction means for extracting the working
fluid from a first extraction point on the recirculation loop; a
second extraction means for extracting the working fluid from
a second extraction point on the recirculation loop; means for
controlling the power plant such that the combustor at least
periodically operates at a preferred stoichiometric ratio; and
means for extracting working fluid from at least one of the
first extraction means and the second extraction means during
the periods when the combustor operates at the preferred
stoichiometric ratio.

These and other features of the present application will
become apparent upon review of the following detailed
description of the preferred embodiments when taken in con-
junction with the drawings and the appended claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic drawing illustrating an exemplary
configuration of a power plant employing exhaust gas recir-
culation and a reheat combustion system;

FIG. 2 is a schematic drawing illustrating an alternative
configuration of a power plant employing exhaust gas recir-
culation and a reheat combustion system;

FIG. 3 is a schematic drawing illustrating an alternative
configuration of a power plant employing exhaust gas recir-
culation and a reheat combustion system;

FIG. 4 is a schematic drawing illustrating an alternative
configuration of a power plant employing exhaust gas recir-
culation and a reheat combustion system;

FIG. 5 is a schematic drawing illustrating an alternative
configuration of a power plant employing exhaust gas recir-
culation and a reheat combustion system;

FIG. 6 is a schematic drawing illustrating an alternative
configuration of a power plant employing exhaust gas recir-
culation and a reheat combustion system;

FIG. 7 is a flow diagram illustrating an exemplary method
of operation relating to a power plant employing exhaust gas
recirculation and a reheat combustion system;

FIG. 8 is a schematic drawing illustrating an alternative
configuration of a power plant employing exhaust gas recir-
culation and a reheat combustion system;

FIG. 9 is a schematic drawing illustrating an alternative
configuration of a power plant employing exhaust gas recir-
culation and a reheat combustion system;

FIG. 10 is a schematic drawing illustrating a configuration
of an alternative power plant employing exhaust gas recircu-
lation and a single combustion system;
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FIG. 11 is a schematic drawing illustrating an alternative
configuration of a power plant employing exhaust gas recir-
culation and a single combustion system;

FIG. 12 is a schematic drawing illustrating an alternative
configuration of a power plant employing exhaust gas recir-
culation and a single combustion system; and

FIG. 13 is a schematic drawing illustrating an alternative
configuration of a power plant employing exhaust gas recir-
culation and a single combustion system.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Referring now to the figures, where the various numbers
represent like parts throughout the several views, FIGS. 1
through 13 provided schematic illustrations of exemplary
power plants according to configurations of the present appli-
cation. As will be explained in further detail below, these
power plants include novel system architectures and configu-
rations and/or methods of control that achieve performance
advantages given the recirculation of exhaust gases. Unless
otherwise stated, the term “power plant”, as used herein, is not
intended to be exclusionary and may refer to any of the
configurations described herein, illustrated in the figures, or
claimed. Such systems may include two separate turbines,
exhaust gas recirculation, two combustion systems, and/or a
heat-recovery steam generator.

As illustrated in FIG. 1, the power plant 9 includes a recir-
culation loop 10 that includes a recirculating flow of working
fluid. In certain embodiments of the present invention, as
illustrated in FIG. 1, the recirculation loop 10 is the means by
which exhaust gas from the turbines recirculates, thereby
creating a recirculating flow of working fluid. It will be appre-
ciated that recirculation loop 10 is configured such that each
of the components positioned thereon are configured to
accept an outflow of working fluid from a neighboring
upstream component and provide an inflow of working fluid
to a neighboring downstream component. Note that the sev-
eral components of the recirculation loop 10 will be described
in reference to a designated “start position 8 on the loop 10.
It will be appreciated that the start position 8 is arbitrary and
the function of the system could be described in another
manner or in reference to another start position without sub-
stantive effect. As shown, the start position 8 is positioned at
the intake of an axial compressor 12. As configured, the axial
compressor 12 accepts a flow of recirculated exhaust gases
from the turbines; accordingly, the axial compressor 12 is
referred to herein as “recirculation compressor 12”. Moving
in a downstream direction, the recirculation loop 10 includes
an upstream combustor 22, which is associated with a high-
pressure turbine 30, and a downstream combustor 24, which
is associated with a low-pressure turbine 32. It will be appre-
ciated that the terms used to describe these components are
purposely descriptive so that efficient description of the
power plant 9 is possible. While the terms are not meant to be
overly limiting, it will be appreciated that the “upstream” and
“downstream” designations generally refer to the direction of
flow of working fluid through the recirculation loop 10 given
the designated start position 8. Further, the “high-pressure”
and “low-pressure” designations are meant to refer to the
operating pressure levels in each turbine 30, 32 relative to the
other given the position of each turbine on the recirculation
loop 10.

Downstream of the low-pressure turbine 32, recirculation
conduit 40 channels exhaust gases to the intake of the recir-
culation compressor 12, which thereby recirculates the
exhaust gases from the turbines (or, at least, a portion
thereof). Several other components may be positioned on the
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recirculation conduit 40. It will be appreciated that these
components may function to deliver the exhaust gases to the
recirculation compressor 12 in a desired manner (i.e., at a
desired temperature, pressure, humidity, etc.). As shown, in
various embodiments, a heat recovery steam generator 39, a
cooler 44, and a blower 46 may be included on the recircula-
tion conduit 40. In addition, the recirculation loop 10 may
include a recirculation vent 41 which provides a way to con-
trollably vent an amount of exhaust from the recirculation
conduit 40 such that a desirable flow balance is achieved. For
example, it will be appreciated that under steady state condi-
tions an amount of exhaust must be vented through the recir-
culation vent 41 that approximately equals the amount of
compressed oxidant and fuel entering the recirculation loop
10 via the oxidant compressor 11 and fuel supply 20, respec-
tively. It will be appreciated that achieving a desired balance
between oxidant/fuel injected into and exhaust vented from
the recirculation loop 10 may be done via sensors recording
the amount of compressed oxidant and fuel entering the loop
10 and the amount of exhaust exiting, as well as, temperature
sensors, valve sensors, pressure sensors within the recircula-
tion loop 10, and other conventional means and systems.

The power plant 9 may include an oxidant compressor 11,
which, unlike the recirculation compressor 12, is not fully
integrated into the recirculation loop 10. As provided below,
the oxidant compressor 11 may be an axial compressor that is
configured to inject compressed air or other oxidant at one or
more locations within the recirculation loop 10. In most appli-
cations, the oxidant compressor 11 will be configured to
compress air. It will be appreciated that, in other embodi-
ments, the oxidant compressor 11 may be configured to sup-
ply any type of oxidant which could be pressurized and
injected into the combustion system. For example, the oxi-
dant compressor 11 could compress a supply of air doped
with oxygen. The recirculation compressor 12, on the other
hand, is configured to compress recirculated exhaust gases
from the turbines 30, 32. When necessary, a booster compres-
sor 16 may be provided to boost the pressure of the discharge
of the oxidant compressor 11 before it is injected into the
recirculation loop 10 so that a preferable injection pressure is
achieved. In this manner, the compressed oxidant may be
effectively delivered to one or more combustors.

The oxidant compressor 11 and the recirculation compres-
sor 12 may be mechanically coupled by a single or common
shaft 14 that drives both. A generator 18 may also be included
on the common shaft 14, while the high-pressure turbine 30
and the low-pressure turbine 32 drive the common shaft 14
and the loads attached thereto. It will be appreciated that the
present invention may be employed in systems having shaft
configurations different than the exemplary common shaft
configuration 14 illustrated in the figures. For example, mul-
tiple shafts may be used, each of which may include one of the
turbines and one or more of the load elements (i.e., one of the
compressors 11, 12 or the generator 18). Such a configuration
may include concentric shafts or otherwise.

In exemplary embodiments, the combustion system of the
power plant 9, as shown, includes an upstream combustor 22
and, downstream of that, a downstream combustor 24. It will
be appreciated that, as discussed in more detail below, the
upstream combustor 22 and the downstream combustor 24
may include any type of conventional combustors, combus-
tion systems and/or reheat combustors, and the chosen termi-
nology refers only to relative positioning on the recirculation
loop 10 (given the designated start position 8 and direction of
flow). Typically, as depicted in FIG. 1 and discussed in more
detail below, the upstream combustor 22 operates by injecting
into the recirculation loop 10 combustion gas resulting from
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a fuel being combusted in a can combustor or other type of
conventional combustor. Alternatively, certain combustion
systems operate by direct fuel injection. Upon injection, the
injected fuel combusts within the recirculation loop 10. Either
of'these methods generally increases the temperature and the
kinetic energy of the working fluid, and either of the combus-
tor types may be employed as the upstream combustor 22 or
the downstream combustor 24. A fuel supply 20 may supply
fuel, such as natural gas, to the upstream combustor 22 and
the downstream combustor 24.

More specifically, the upstream combustor 22 may be con-
figured to accept the flow of compressed oxidant from the
oxidant compressor 11 and a fuel from the fuel supply 20. In
this mode of operation, the upstream combustor 22 may
include one or more cans or combustion chambers within
which fuel and oxidant are brought together, mixed, and
ignited such that a high energy flow of pressurized combus-
tion gases is created. The upstream combustor 22 then may
direct the combustion gases into the high-pressure turbine 30,
where the gases are expanded and work extracted. The down-
stream combustor 24 may be configured to add energy/heat to
the working fluid at a point downstream of the high-pressure
turbine 30. As shown in the embodiment of FIG. 1, the down-
stream combustor 24 may be positioned just upstream of the
low-pressure turbine 32. As stated, the downstream combus-
tor 24 is so-called because it adds heat/energy to the flow of
working fluid at a point downstream of the upstream combus-
tor 22.

As one of ordinary skill in the art will appreciate, certain
operational advantages may be achieved using a dual com-
bustion or reheat system such as those described above. These
advantages include, among other things: 1) fuel flexibility; 2)
improved emissions; 3) lower overall firing temperatures; 4)
less cooling and sealing requirements; 5) longer part life; and
6) use of less expensive materials due to lower firing temps.
Accordingly, improving the operation of power plants that
include reheat systems, as provided by the present invention,
widens the potential usage of reheat systems and the realiza-
tion of the advantages these systems typically provide.

As mentioned, the power plant 9 further includes recircu-
lation conduit 40. The recirculation conduit 40, in general,
forms the flow path by which exhaust from the turbines is
recirculated, thereby completing the recirculation loop 10.
More specifically, the recirculation conduit 40 directs the
exhaust from the low pressure turbine 32 on a path that ends
at the intake of the recirculation compressor 12. It will be
appreciated that the recirculation conduit 40 may circulate the
exhaust through several components along the way, includ-
ing, as indicated in FIG. 1, a heat-recovery steam generator
39, a cooler 44, and a blower 46. (Note that, to avoid unnec-
essary complexity, the heat-recovery steam generator 39 has
been represented in a simplified form in FIG. 1.) Those of
ordinary skill in the art will appreciate that the heat-recovery
steam generator 39 of the present invention may include any
type of system in which combustion exhaust from one or
more combustion turbines is used as the heat source for the
boiler of a steam turbine.

Downstream of the heat-recovery steam generator 39, the
cooler 44 may be positioned such that gases flowing through
the recirculation conduit 40 flow through it. The cooler 44
may include a direct contact cooler or other conventional heat
exchanger that suffices for this function, and may operate by
extracting further heat from the exhaust gases such that the
exhaust gases enter the recirculation compressor 12 at a
desired or preferred temperature. The cooler 44 may also
provide means by which humidity levels within the recircu-
lated gases is controlled to preferable levels. That is, the
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cooler 44 may extract water from the flow through cooling it,
which thereby lowers the humidity level of the recirculated
gases upon the gases being heated to the temperature of the
flow before entering the cooler. As illustrated in FIG. 1, the
blower 46 may be located downstream of the cooler 44;
however, as one of ordinary skill in the art will appreciate, this
order may be reversed. The blower 46 may be of a conven-
tional design. The blower 46 may function to more efficiently
circulate the exhaust gases through the recirculation conduit
40 such that the gases are delivered to the intake of the
recirculation compressor 12 in a desired manner.

The power plant 9 may include several types of conduits,
pipes, valves, sensors and other systems by which the opera-
tion of the power plant 9 is controlled and maintained. It will
be appreciated that all valves described herein may be con-
trolled to various settings that affect the amount of fluid
passing through the conduit. As already described, the recir-
culation conduit 40 recirculates exhaust gases from the tur-
bines 30, 32 to the intake of the recirculation compressor 12,
thereby providing a recirculating flow path for the working
fluid. In addition, as indicated in FIG. 1, a first oxidant conduit
52 may be provided that directs the compressed oxidant from
the oxidant compressor 11 to the upstream combustor 22. The
first oxidant conduit 52 may include an oxidant valve 54 that
controls the flow of oxidant through this conduit. The first
oxidant conduit 52 further may include the booster compres-
sor 16, which, as described in more detail below, may be used
to boost the pressure of the compressed oxidant within this
conduit. The first oxidant conduit 52 may further include a
vent valve 56. The vent valve 56 provides means by which a
portion of the compressed oxidant moving through the first
oxidant conduit 52 is vented to atmosphere. As indicated in
FIG. 1, certain embodiments of the present invention operate
by providing a flow of compressed oxidant from the oxidant
compressor 11 to the upstream combustor 22, but not the
downstream combustor 24. In other embodiments, such as
those shown in FIGS. 2 through 5, the present invention
operates by providing a flow of compressed oxidant from the
oxidant compressor 11 to the upstream combustor 22 and the
downstream combustor 24. In still other embodiments, the
present invention operates by providing a flow of compressed
oxidant from the oxidant compressor 11 to the downstream
combustor 22 but not the upstream combustor 24. This type of
system, for example, is represented in FIGS. 2 and 4 when the
oxidant valve 54 on the first oxidant conduit 52 is completely
shut (i.e., set so that no flow from the oxidant compressor 11
is allowed to pass therethrough).

The fuel supply 20 may include two supply conduits that
provide fuel to the upstream combustor 22 and/or the down-
stream combustor 24. As shown, a fuel valve 58 controls the
amount of fuel being delivered to the upstream combustor 22,
while another fuel valve 59 controls the amount of fuel being
delivered to the downstream combustor 24. It will be appre-
ciated that, though not shown in the figures, the fuel types
delivered to the upstream combustor 22 and the downstream
combustor 24 do not have to be the same, and that the use of
different fuel types may be advantageous given certain sys-
tem criteria. In addition, as discussed in more detail below, the
fuel valve 58 and the fuel valve 59 may be controlled so that
fuel is delivered to only one of the two combustors 22, 24.
More specifically, in certain embodiments, the fuel valve 58
may be completely shut so that fuel is not delivered to the
upstream combustor 22. In this case, as discussed in more
detail below, both combustors 22, 24 may operate per the fuel
delivered to the downstream combustor 24. Similarly, in cer-
tain embodiments, the fuel valve 59 may be completely shut
so that fuel is not delivered to the downstream combustor 22.
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In this case, as discussed in more detail below, both combus-
tors 22, 24 may operate per the fuel delivered to the upstream
combustor 22. It will be appreciated that systems described
herein as operating with a valve that is shut completely is
intended to cover system configurations where the conduit on
which the shut valve is positioned is omitted altogether.

An extraction point 51 comprises the point at which gases
are extracted from the working fluid. In preferred embodi-
ments, the extraction point 51 is positioned on the recircula-
tion loop 10 such that carbon dioxide (CO,) and/or nitrogen
(N,) may be efficiently extracted. Given certain modes of
operation and system control, the system architecture of the
present invention allows for such extraction to occur at a
position that, as illustrated in FIG. 1, is upstream of both the
high-pressure turbine 30 and the upstream combustor 22.
More specifically, as shown, the extraction point 51 may be
located at a position that is just upstream of the combustion
reaction in the upstream combustor 22. The extraction point
51 may include conventional extracting means by which a
portion of the gases within the working fluid are diverted into
a conduit and, thereby, removed from the recirculation loop
10. An extracted gas valve 61 may be provided to control the
amount of working fluid that is extracted. Downstream of the
extracted gas valve 61, the conduit may deliver an extracted
gas supply 62 to one or more downstream components (not
shown). In preferred embodiments, the extracted gas supply
62 may be directed to a separation system (not shown) that
separates the carbon dioxide from the nitrogen per conven-
tional means. As stated, after separation, these gases may be
used in many types of industrial applications, such as, for
example, applications in the food and beverage industry.

Branching from the conduit that connects to the extraction
point 51, a turbine bypass conduit 63 also may be included
that provides a pathway that bypasses each of the turbines 30,
32. The turbine bypass conduit 63 is provided for startup
situations, and, because it does not meaningfully impact the
function of the present invention, will not be discussed fur-
ther.

In other embodiments, the extraction point 51 may be
located in different locations within the recirculation loop 10
of FIG. 1. As described in more detail below (particularly
with regard to FIGS. 5 and 6), the architecture and control
methods provided herein teach efficient and effective means
by which one of the combustors 22, 24 may be operated at or
near the stoichiometric point or a preferred stoichiometric
ratio. That is, the fuel and oxidant supply within the power
plant 9 may be controlled in such a way that, once the oxidant
and fuel have adequately mixed, ignited and combusted
within one of the combustors 22, 24, an exhaust that is free or
substantially free of oxygen and unspent fuel is produced. In
this condition, the exhaust consists of high levels of carbon
dioxide and nitrogen, which may be economically extracted
for use in other applications. As stated, “operation at the
stoichiometric point” or “stoichiometric point operation”
refers to operation at, near or within an acceptable or desired
range about the stoichiometric point. It will be appreciated
that “stoichiometric point” may also be referred to a stoichio-
metric ratio of 1, as it is said to include a 1-to-1 ratio of fuel
and oxidant. It will further be appreciated that ratios that are
greater than 1 are described as containing excess oxidant,
while ratios less than 1 are described as containing excess
fuel. It will be appreciated that, depending on the limitations
of a particular power plant, the desired properties of the
extracted working fluid, as well as other criteria, stoichiomet-
ric point operation may refer to stoichiometric operation
within a range about the stoichiometric point or, put another
way, a stoichiometric ratio of 1. Accordingly, in certain
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embodiments, “stoichiometric point operation” may refer to
operation within the range of stoichiometric ratios defined
between 0.75 and to 1.25. In more preferable embodiments,
“stoichiometric point operation” may refer to operation
within the range of stoichiometric ratios defined between 0.9
and to 1.1. In still more preferable embodiments, “stoichio-
metric point operation” may refer to operation that is substan-
tially at or very close to a stoichiometric ratio of 1. Finally, in
other preferable embodiments, “stoichiometric point opera-
tion” may refer to operation within the range of stoichiomet-
ric ratios defined between approximately 1.0 and to 1.1.

It will be appreciated that if one of the combustors 22, 24 is
operated at the stoichiometric point (i.e., a stoichiometric
ratio of 1 or within one of the predefined ranges described
above or another desired range), the exhaust downstream of
the combustor is substantially devoid of unspent fuel and
oxygen, and consists substantially of carbon dioxide and
nitrogen gas (and/or some other desirable gaseous character-
istic), which may be economically extracted. As a result of
this, pursuant to embodiments of the present invention, the
extraction point 51 generally may be located at any point on
the recirculation loop 10 that is both: 1) downstream of the
whichever combustor 22, 24 is operating at the stoichiometric
point and 2) upstream of the other combustor 22, 24. (It will
be appreciated by those of ordinary skill in the art that
“upstream of the other combustor”, as used herein, means
upstream of the point within the combustor at which oxidant
and/or fuel actually enters the recirculation loop 51, and that,
because of this, “upstream of the other combustor” may
include areas that might be construed as within the “other
combustor” but which are also upstream of the position at
which oxidant and/or fuel is injected into the flow of working
fluid, such as, for example, certain areas within a combustor
head-end. In a configuration like FIG. 1, assuming that the
fuel input of the downstream combustor 24 is controlled to
produce combustion at (or substantially at) the stoichiometric
point, the extraction point 51 may be located at any point
within a range defined between the downstream combustor 24
and, proceeding in a downstream direction, the upstream
combustor 22. In one preferred embodiment, as illustrated in
FIG. 1, the extraction point may be located within this range
at the discharge of the recirculation compressor 12. It will be
appreciated that this location provides extracted gas that is
highly pressurized, which may be advantageous in certain
downstream uses.

The power plant 9 may further include one or more sensors
70 that measure operating parameters, settings, and condi-
tions within the components and various conduits of the sys-
tem. One such sensor may be a sensor for detecting excess
oxidant 64, such as, for example, a conventional oxygen
sensor. The sensor for detecting excess oxidant 64 may be
positioned just upstream of the extraction point 51 and may
measure at predefined intervals the oxygen content of the
exhaust or working fluid flowing through the recirculation
loop 10. Positioned thusly, the sensor for detecting excess
oxidant 64 may be well situated to test the working fluid for
oxidant content, which may provide information as to sto-
ichiometric ratio within the combustor directly upstream of
the sensor for detecting excess oxidant 64 and/or whether
extraction of the working fluid would yield a gas supply that
is suitably free of oxidant and unspent fuel. It will be appre-
ciated that the sensor for detecting excess oxidant 64 may be
positioned within a range on the recirculation loop 10 that is
defined between the extraction point 51 and, proceeding in
the upstream direction, the first combustor 22, 24 that is
encountered. It will be appreciated that, given the positioning
of'the extraction point 51, the first combustor 22, 24 encoun-
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tered in the upstream direction is the combustor 22, 24 which
is being controlled at the preferred stoichiometric ratio. In this
manner, the sensor for detecting excess oxidant 64 may be
used to determine the current desirability of extracting gas
from the recirculation loop 10. As described in more detail
below, the system may include other sensors 70 that measure
a host of process variables that may relate to any of the
components of the system. Accordingly, the figures indicate a
plurality of sensors 70 at exemplary locations about the power
plant 9. As one of ordinary skill in the art will appreciate,
conventional systems typically include many sensors other
than just those represented in the several figures, and, further,
that those other sensors may be located in other locations
within the system than just those indicated. It will be appre-
ciated that these sensors 70 may electronically communicate
their readings with the control unit 65 and/or function pursu-
ant to instructions communicated to them by the control unit
65. One such sensor 70 that could be used either together or
interchangeably with the sensor for detecting excess oxidant
64 is a sensor that detects the presence of unspent fuel in the
exhaust. Teamed with the sensor for detecting excess oxidant
64, an unspent fuel sensor 70 could provide measurements
from which the stoichiometric ratio in the upstream combus-
tor 22, 24 could be determined as well as the current suitabil-
ity of extracting working fluid. Those skilled in the art will
appreciate that other sensors may be used to collect data
concerning the stoichiometric properties of the combustion
occurring within the combustors. For example, a CO sensor
and a humidity sensor may be used.

The power plant 9 may further include a control unit 65 that
functions according to certain embodiments described
herein. It will be appreciated that the control unit 65 may
include an electronic or computer implemented device that
takes in data from sensors and other sources regarding plant
operational parameters, settings, and conditions, and, pursu-
ant to algorithms, stored data, operator preferences, etc., con-
trols the settings of the various mechanical and electrical
systems of the power plant 9 such that desired modes of
operation are achieved. For example, the control unit 65 may
control the power plant 9 such that stoichiometric operation
or operation at a preferred stoichiometric ratio is achieved in
one of the combustors 22, 24. It will be appreciated that the
control mechanism may achieve this objective by balancing
the fuel and oxidant injected into the either the upstream or
downstream combustor 22, 24, as well as taking into account
any excess oxidant or unspent fuel from the other of the two
combustor 22, 24 that travels within the recirculating working
fluid. Once stoichiometric operation is achieved, the control
unit 65 may control the extracted gas valve 61 such that
extraction takes place at a desired rate and for a desired period
of time or until changing conditions make the extraction no
longer suitable. The settings of the various valves described
above that govern the flow of working fluid, extraction of
gases, fuel consumption, etc. may be controlled pursuant to
electrical signals, which may be sent via wired or wireless
communication connections, received from the control unit
65.

In use, the power plant 9 according to an exemplary
embodiment may operate as follows. The rotation of blades
within oxidant compressor 11 compresses oxidant that is
supplied, via the first oxidant conduit 52 to the upstream
combustor 22. Before reaching the upstream combustor 22,
the booster compressor 16 may be provided in some embodi-
ments. The booster compressor 16 may be used to increase the
pressure of the oxidant being supplied by the oxidant com-
pressor 11 to alevel that is adequate or preferable for injection
into the upstream combustor 22. In this manner, the flow of
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compressed oxidant may be joined within the upstream com-
bustor 22 with a flow of compressed exhaust gases, which is
supplied to the combustor from the recirculation compressor
12. It will be appreciated that successfully bringing together
two such flows within the upstream combustor 22 may be
accomplished in several ways and that, depending on how the
flows are introduced within the upstream combustor 22, suit-
able pressure levels for each may vary. The present invention
teaches methods and system configurations by which pres-
sure levels may be controlled such that the flows may be
combined in a suitable manner, while avoiding avoidable
aerodynamic losses, backflow, and other potential perfor-
mance issues.

Accordingly, the upstream combustor 22 may be config-
ured to combine the flow of compressed oxidant from the
oxidant compressor 11 with the flow of compressed exhaust
gases from the recirculation compressor 12 and combust a
fuel therein, producing a flow of high-energy, pressurized
combustion gases. The flow of combustion gases then is
directed over the stages of rotating blade within the high-
pressure turbine 30, which induces rotation about the shaft
14. In this manner, the energy of the combustion gases is
transformed into the mechanical energy of the rotating shaft
14. As described, the shaft 14 may couple the high-pressure
turbine 30 to the oxidant compressor 11 so that the rotation of
the shaft 14 drives the oxidant compressor 11. The shaft 14
further may couple the high-pressure turbine 30 to the recir-
culation compressor 12 so that the rotation of the shaft 14
drives the recirculation compressor 12. The shaft 14 also may
couple the high-pressure turbine 30 to the generator 18 so that
itdrives the generator 18 as well. It will be appreciated that the
generator 18 converts the mechanical energy of the rotating
shaft into electrical energy. Of course, other types of loads
may be driven by the high-pressure turbine 30.

The working fluid (i.e., the exhaust from the high-pressure
turbine 30) then is directed to the low-pressure turbine 32.
Before reaching the low-pressure turbine 32, the downstream
combustor 24 adds heat/energy to the working fluid flowing
through the recirculation loop 10, as described above. In the
embodiment of FIG. 1, the downstream combustor 24 is con-
figured to combust a fuel within the exhaust from the high-
pressure turbine 30. In alternative embodiments, as shown in
FIGS. 2-6 and discussed in more detail below, the down-
stream combustor 24 may be configured to combine a flow of
compressed oxidant from the oxidant compressor with the
flow of exhaust gases from the high-pressure turbine 30 and
combust a fuel therein, producing a flow of high-energy,
pressurized combustion gases. The working fluid then is
directed over the stages of rotating blades within the low-
pressure turbine 32, which induces rotation about the shaft
14, thereby transforming the energy of the combustion gases
into the mechanical energy of the rotating shaft 14. As with
the high-pressure turbine 30, the shaft 14 may couple the
low-pressure turbine 32 to the oxidant compressor 11, the
recirculation compressor 12, and/or the generator 18. In cer-
tain embodiments, the high-pressure turbine 30 and the low-
pressure turbine 32 may drive these loads in tandem. In other
embodiments, concentric shafts may be used such that the
high-pressure turbine 30 drives part of the load on one of the
concentric shafts, while the low-pressure turbine 32 drives the
remaining load on the other. Additionally, in other system
configurations, the high-pressure turbine 30 and the low-
pressure turbine 32 may drive separate, non-concentric shafts
(not shown).

From the low-pressure turbine 32, recirculation conduit 40
may form a flow path that completes the recirculation loop 10
of the present invention. This flow path, ultimately, delivers
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the exhaust gases from the turbines 30, 32 to the intake of the
recirculation compressor 12. As part of this recirculation con-
duit 40, the exhaust gases may be used by the heat-recovery
steam generator 39. That is, the exhaust gases may provide a
heat source for the boiler that drives a steam turbine which
receives steam from the heat-recovery steam generator 39.
Downstream of that, the exhaust gases may be further cooled
by the cooler 44 as well as being passed through a blower 46.
The cooler 44 may be used to lower the temperature of the
exhaust gases so that they are delivered to the intake of the
recirculation compressor 12 within a desired temperature
range. The blower 46 may assist in circulating the exhaust
gases through the recirculation loop 10. It will be appreciated
that the heat recovery steam generator 39, the cooler 44 and
the blower 46 may include conventional components and be
operated pursuant to conventional methods.

In regard to the operation of the control unit 65, it will be
appreciated that it may include an electronic or computer
implemented device that takes in data regarding plant opera-
tional parameters and conditions, and, pursuant to algo-
rithms, stored data, operator preferences, etc., controls the
settings of the various mechanical and electrical systems of
the power plant 9 such that desired modes of operation are
achieved—for example, achieving operation at or substan-
tially at the stoichiometric point. The control unit 65 may
include control logic specitying how the mechanical and
electrical systems of the power plant 9 should operate. More
specifically, and in accordance with certain embodiments of
the present application, the control unit 65 typically includes
programmed logic that specifies how certain operating
parameters/stored data/operator preferences/etc. should be
monitored and, given certain inputs from the monitored data,
how the various mechanical and electrical systems of the
power plant 9, such as those described above, should be
operated. The control unit 65 may control the operation of the
various systems and devices automatically in response to the
dictates of the control logic, or, in certain instances, may seek
operator input before actions are taken. As one of ordinary
skill in the art will appreciate, such a system may include
multiple sensors, devices, and instruments, some of which are
discussed above, that monitor relevant operational param-
eters. These hardware devices may transmit data and infor-
mation to the control unit 65, as well as being controlled and
manipulated by the control unit 65. That is, pursuant to con-
ventional means and methods, the control unit 65 may receive
and/or acquire data from the systems of the power plant 9,
process the data, consult stored data, communicate with the
operators of the power plant 9, and/or control the various
mechanical and electrical devices of the system pursuant to a
set of instructions or logic flow diagrams, which, as one of
ordinary skill in the art will appreciate, may be made part of
a software program that is operated by control unit 65, and
which may include aspects relating to embodiments of the
present invention. In short, the control unit 65 may control
operation of the power plant 9 such that it operates at the
stoichiometric point and, while operating thusly, extracts a
supply of combustion exhaust that is substantially devoid of
oxygen and unspent fuel. Discussion below, in relation to
FIG. 7, relates to logic flow diagrams according to the present
invention for operating the systems described herein at the
stoichiometric point and extraction of desirable exhaust gas.
It will be appreciated that these logic flow diagrams may be
used by the control unit for such purposes.

FIGS. 2 through 6 provide embodiments of the present
invention that include alternative system configurations. It
will be appreciated that these configurations present alterna-
tive strategies for injecting oxidant from the oxidant compres-
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sor 11 into the recirculation loop 10, delivering fuel to the
combustion systems, and the manner in which exhaust gases
may be extracted. Each of these alternatives offers certain
advantages, including the manner in which stoichiometric
operation may be achieved and maintained. It will be appre-
ciated that these alternatives are exemplary and not intended
to provide an exhaustive description of all possible system
configurations which might fall within the scope of the
appended claims. In addition, while FIGS. 2 through 6 illus-
trate both fuel and oxidant being delivered to each of the
upstream and the downstream combustor 22, 24, it will be
appreciated that certain embodiments described below func-
tion in systems in which oxidant is delivered to only one of the
upstream and downstream combustors 22, 24 and/or systems
in which fuel is delivered to only one of the upstream and
downstream combustors 22, 24. Examples of any of these
systems may be constructed via control of the various valves
54, 58, 59, 68 that deliver oxidant and fuel to the combustors
22, 24.

FIG. 2 through 4 provide embodiments that include a sec-
ond oxidant conduit 67 and oxidant valve 68, which together
may be used to supply a controlled compressed oxidant
amount (which like the first oxidant conduit 52 is derived
from the oxidant compressor 11) to the downstream combus-
tor 24. As shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, the second oxidant conduit
67 may branch from the first oxidant conduit 52, which means
that the compressed oxidant for each is drawn from the same
supply point from the oxidant compressor 11. In FIG. 2, the
branching occurs such that a connection with the first oxidant
conduit 52 occurs upstream of the oxidant valve 54 and
booster compressor 16 of the first oxidant conduit 52. In this
case, the second oxidant conduit 67 thereby bypasses the
booster compressor 16. This may be useful in creating flows
of differing pressures levels within the first oxidant conduit
52, which would have a higher pressure due to the booster
compressor 16 than that within the second oxidant conduit 67.
As the first oxidant conduit 52 provides compressed oxidant
to a point on the recirculation loop 10 upstream of the second
oxidant conduit 67, this configuration allows for an efficient
means by which the pressure in each may be controlled to a
pressure level that is appropriate for injection at the different
locations. In FIG. 3, the branching occurs downstream of the
oxidant valve 54 of the first oxidant conduit 52. More specifi-
cally, the branching of the second oxidant conduit 52 occurs
between the oxidant valve 54 of the first oxidant conduit 52
(which may be positioned downstream of the booster com-
pressor 16, as shown) and combustor 22.

As illustrated in FIG. 4, the second oxidant conduit 67 may
also be independent of the first oxidant conduit 52. As shown,
in this instance, the second oxidant conduit 67 may extend
from an extraction point within the oxidant compressor 11.
The extraction point for the second oxidant conduit may be
located at one of the stages that is upstream of the position
where the first oxidant conduit 52 derives its flow of com-
pressed oxidant, which, for example, may be located in the
compressor discharge casing. More specifically, the extrac-
tion point may be configured to bleed compressed oxidant at
an intermediate stage within the oxidant compressor 11. With
the first oxidant conduit 52 drawing from the compressor
discharge casing or in proximity thereto, this arrangement
results in a higher pressure flow of compressed oxidant
through the first oxidant conduit 52 than that in the second
oxidant conduit 67. It again will be appreciated that this
configuration allows the first and second oxidant conduits 52,
67 to have differing pressure levels without the need of
including a booster compressor 16. As before, the pressure
differential may be useful in that the pressure of the com-
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pressed oxidant may be matched to the pressure at the posi-
tion on the recirculation loop 10 it is used.

FIGS. 5 and 6 provide differing strategies for locating the
extraction point 51 given the fact that both combustors 22, 24
receive a supply of compressed oxidant from the oxidant
compressor 11. It will be appreciated that configuring the
system to have two points at which oxidant/fuel are com-
busted provides new alternatives for producing operation at
the stoichiometric point (note that, as stated, this refers to
operation within a desired range about or near the stoichio-
metric point), and, thus, differing locations (as provided in
FIGS. 5 and 6) at which working fluid may be extracted. As
described, the architecture and control methods provided
herein teach efficient and effective means by which power
plants may be operated at the stoichiometric point. The fuel
and oxidant supply to the power plant 9 may be controlled in
such way that, once the oxygen (from the injected oxidant)
and fuel have adequately mixed, ignited and combusted, an
exhaust that is substantially free of oxygen and unspent fuel is
produced. As a result of this, pursuant to embodiments of the
present invention, the extraction point 51 may be located at
any point on the recirculation loop 10 that has exhaust derived
from stoichiometric point operation. As described above in
relation to the configuration of FIG. 1, this generally means
that the extraction point may be located at any position on the
recirculation loop 10 that is both: 1) downstream of the com-
bustor 22, 24 which is being operated at the stoichiometric
point; and 2) upstream of the other combustor 22, 24. It will
be appreciated that more than one extraction point within this
range may be provided, and that this arrangement may be
useful where different pressure levels are useful for a plurality
of extracted gas supplies.

FIG. 5 illustrates an exemplary configuration having an
extraction point 51 that is positioned near the aft end of the
high-pressure turbine 30. It will be appreciated that this
extraction point 51 may prove effective when the upstream
combustor 22 operates at the stoichiometric point. Given the
principles discussed above and assuming this operation, pos-
sible extraction points 51 constitute a range defined between
the upstream combustor 22 and, proceeding in the down-
stream direction, the downstream combustor 24. That is, pur-
suant to embodiments of the present invention, the power
plant 9 may be controlled such that the combined effect of the
oxidant and fuel introduced within the combustors 22, 24
produces combustion within the upstream combustor 22 at a
preferred stoichiometric ratio, which thereby creates a range
of positions downstream of the upstream combustor 22 in
which extraction of working fluid having desired character-
istics may be achieved.

FIG. 6 illustrates an exemplary configuration having an
extraction point 51 that is positioned just upstream of the heat
recovery steam generator 39. It will be appreciated that this
extraction point 51 may prove effective when the downstream
combustor 24 operates at the stoichiometric point. Given the
principles discussed above and assuming this operation, pos-
sible extraction points 51 constitute a range defined between
the downstream combustor 24 and, proceeding in the down-
stream direction, the upstream combustor 22. That is, pursu-
ant to embodiments of the present invention, the power plant
9 may be controlled such that the combined effect of the
oxidant and fuel introduced within the combustors 22, 24
produces combustion within the downstream combustor 24 at
apreferred stoichiometric ratio, which thereby creates arange
of positions downstream of the downstream combustor 24 in
which extraction of the working fluid having desired charac-
teristics may be achieved.
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FIG. 7 illustrates a logic flow diagram 100 for a method of
operating the power plant 9 according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention. As one of ordinary skill
in the art will appreciate, the logic flow diagram 100 is exem-
plary and includes steps which may not be included in the
appended claims. Further, any function described above in
relationship to the several components of the system is incor-
porated into the discussion below where necessary or possible
to aid in the carrying out of the specified steps. The logic flow
diagram 100 may be implemented and performed by the
control unit 65. In some embodiments, the control unit 65
may comprise any appropriate high-powered solid-state
switching device. The control unit 65 may be a computer;
however, this is merely exemplary of an appropriate high-
powered control system, which is within the scope of the
present application. In certain embodiments, the control unit
65 may be implemented as a single special purpose integrated
circuit, such as ASIC, having a main or central processor
section for overall, system-level control, and separate sec-
tions dedicated to performing various different specific com-
binations, functions and other processes under control of the
central processor section. It will be appreciated by those
skilled in the art that the control unit also may be implemented
using a variety of separate dedicated or programmable inte-
grated or other electronic circuits or devices, such as hard-
wired electronic or logic circuits including discrete element
circuits or programmable logic devices. The control unit 65
also may be implemented using a suitably programmed gen-
eral-purpose computer, such as a microprocessor or micro-
controller, or other processor device, such as a CPU or MPU,
either alone or in conjunction with one or more peripheral
data and signal processing devices. In general, any device or
similar devices on which a finite state machine capable of
implementing the logic flow diagram 100 may be used as the
control unit 65.

It will be appreciated that, in one possible environment, the
control unit 65 may include a General Electric SPEED-
TRONIC™ Gas Turbine Control System, such as is described
in Rowen, W. 1., “SPEEDTRONIC™ Mark V Gas Turbine
Control System”, GE-3658D, published by GE Industrial &
Power Systems of Schenectady, N.Y. The control unit 65 may
be a computer system having a processor(s) that executes
programs to control the operation of the gas turbine using
sensor inputs and instructions from human operators. The
programs executed by the control unit 65 may include sched-
uling algorithms for regulating the components of the power
plant 9. The commands generated by the control unit 65 may
cause actuators within any of the components to, for example,
adjust valves between the fuel supply and combustors 22, 24
that regulate the flow and type of fuel, inlet guide vanes on the
compressors 11, 12, and other control settings on the turbine
30, 32. Further, the control unit 65 may regulate the power
plant 9 based, in part, on algorithms stored in computer
memory of the control unit 65. These algorithms, for
example, may enable the control unit 65 to maintain emission
levels in exhaust to within certain predefined limits, to main-
tain the combustor firing temperature to within predefined
temperature limits, or another maintain operational param-
eter within a predefined range.

Returning to FIG. 7, one of ordinary skill in the art will
appreciate that, in general, flow diagram 100 illustrates an
example ot how a feedback loop may be structured to provide
an iterative process for controlling stoichiometry within one
of the combustors and/or extraction level of exhaust having
desired characteristics. It will be appreciated that the several
steps of such a process may be described in many different
ways without deviating from the central idea of the process
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set forth herein. The control methods described herein may be
implemented via a feedback loop that is used in conjunction
with control algorithms, such as a PID control algorithm,
though other control algorithms also may be used.

Logic flow diagram 100 may begin at a step 102, which
includes monitoring and measuring the operating conditions
and process variables (which will be referred to generally as
“process variables™) of the power plant 9. Process variables,
as used herein, represent the current status of the system or
process that is being controlled. In this case, process variables
may include any operating parameter that may be measured
by any type of sensor. More specifically, at step 102, the
control unit 65, pursuant to any of the methods discussed
above or any conventional systems (either current or devel-
oped in the future), may receive, monitor, and record data
relating to the operation of the power plant 9. The operation of
the power plant 9 and the several components related thereto
may be monitored by several sensors 70 detecting various
conditions of the system and environment. For example, one
or more of the following process variable may be monitored
by the sensors 70: temperature sensors may monitor ambient
temperature surrounding the plant 9, inlet and discharge tem-
peratures of the compressors 11, 12, exhaust temperature and
other temperature measurements along the hot-gas path of the
turbines 30, 32, pressure sensors may monitor ambient pres-
sure, and static and dynamic pressure levels at the inlet and
outlet of the compressors 11, 12, and exhaust of the turbines
30, 32, as well as at other locations in the gas stream. Sensors
70 further may measure the extraction level at the extraction
point 51, fuel flow to each of the combustors 22, 24, gas
composition within the recirculated exhaust gas or working
fluid (which may include sensor for detecting excess oxidant
64 as well as other sensors that measure levels of unspent fuel
or CO or other gases within the exhaust gas), temperature and
pressure of the recirculated exhaust gas along the recircula-
tion conduit 10, including parameters relating to the operation
of'the heat recovery steam generator 39, the cooler 44, and the
blower 46. The sensors 70 may also comprise flow sensors,
speed sensors, flame detector sensors, valve position sensors,
guide vane angle sensors, and the like that sense various
parameters pertinent to the operation of power plant 9, which
may include oxidant flow characteristics through the first
oxidant conduit 52 and the second oxidant conduit 67. It will
be appreciated that the system may further store and monitor
certain “specified set-points” that include operator prefer-
ences relating to preferred or efficient modes of operation. It
further will be appreciated that the measuring, monitoring,
storing and/or recording of process variables and/or specified
set-point may occur continuously or at regular intervals, and
that updated or current data may be used throughout any of
the several steps of logic flow diagram 100 whether or not
there is a direct line in FIG. 7 connecting step 102 to the other
steps. From step 102, the process may continue to step 104.

At a step 104, the method may determine whether which-
ever combustor 22, 24 is configured to operate at a preferred
stoichiometric ratio (which may include a range of suitable
stoichiometric ratios) is, in fact, operating at the preferred
stoichiometric ratio. It will be appreciated that this may be
accomplished by comparing measured process variables, cal-
culating current conditions, and comparing current condi-
tions to specified set-points. If it is determined that this mode
of operation is occurring, the method may proceed to step
106. If it is determined that this mode of operation is not
occurring, the method may proceed to step 114.

It will be appreciated that the determination as to whether
the relevant combustor 22, 24 is operating at the preferred
stoichiometric ratio may be achieved in several ways and that,

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

16

once determined, a feedback loop using one or more control
inputs may be used to control the system within this preferred
mode or cause the system to operate in this manner. One
method may be to detect or measure the content of the exhaust
gases being emitted from the relevant combustor. This may
include sensors 70, such as the sensor for detecting excess
oxidant 64, that measures the gases present in the exhaust
and/or other relevant characteristics. It will be appreciated
that a sensor 70 that detects the presence of unspent fuel or
CO or other gases within the exhaust flow may be used also.
Measuring the flow characteristics of the inputs (i.e., the
oxidant and the fuel) to one of the combustors also may be
used to determine if combustion within the relevant combus-
tor is occurring at the preferred stoichiometric ratio. In this
case, for example, the oxidant flow into the combustor may be
measured, the fuel flow into the combustor may be measured,
and a determination made as to the stoichiometric character-
istics of the combustion therein given these inputs. Other
relevant operating characteristics (such as temperature, pres-
sure, etc.) may also be taken into account. Alternatively, or in
conjunction with this calculation, unspent fuel or CO or other
gases and/or oxygen may be measured downstream of the
combustors or other points within the circulating flow of
working fluid. From this, a calculation may be made as to the
stoichiometric balance of the combustion, which may then be
compared with the specified set-point or preferred stoichio-
metric ratio to determine if it falls within an acceptable range.

At step 106, having already determined that one of the
combustors is operating within the desired stoichiometric
range, the logic flow diagram 100 may determine the current
level of extraction at extraction point 51. This may be done via
checking measured process variables which either indicate
this flow level directly or may be used to calculate the amount
of gas being extracted. The method may further check
whether the current level of extraction satisfies a desired level
of extraction or specified set-point. This may be done by
comparing the actual level of extraction (which may be mea-
sured) to operator defined set-points or preference. If it is
determined that the desired level of extraction is being satis-
fied, the method may cycle back to step 102 where the process
begins anew. If it is determined that the desired level of
extraction is not being satisfied, the method may proceed to
step 108.

At step 108, the method determines one or more “control
inputs” that may be used to manipulate the function of system
components in such a way as to achieve the desired level of
extraction or, at least, to achieve an extraction level that
decreases the difference between the actual level of extraction
and the desired level of extraction. It will be appreciated that
a “control input” is one of the many ways by which operation
of the power plant 9 or any of its components may be con-
trolled or manipulated. These, for example, may include level
of fuel flow to the combustors 22, 24, control of oxidant flow
to the combustors 22, 24, angle of inlet guide vanes within the
compressors 11, 12, etc. Whereas, a “variance amount” is the
extent to which a control input must be manipulated to bring
about the desired manner of operation. The variance amount,
for example, may include the extent to which the fuel flow to
the combustors 11, 12 must be increased or decreased to bring
about desired operation. In certain embodiments, one of the
control inputs that is particularly relevant at step 108 is the
setting of the extracted gas valve 61. In this case, the variance
amount is the extent to which the setting of the valve 61 needs
to be manipulated so that a desired extraction level is
achieved. The method may then proceed to step 110. It will be
appreciated that a conventional feedback control mechanism
in conjunction with a PID controller or the like may be used
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to achieve control as specified herein. Thus, an iterative pro-
cess of variations to one or more control inputs may bring the
system toward desired operation.

At step 110, in some embodiments, the method may deter-
mine the probable effects to plant operation of each of the
available control inputs/variance amounts from step 108
before making the actual change to the control input. It will be
appreciated that these types of calculations may be achieved
per conventional power plant control programs and modeling
software, such as those systems and methods mention herein
and others similar to them. It further will be appreciated that
these calculations may involve an iterative process that takes
into account efficient control measures/counter-measures
which may be made in response to the proposed variance of
the relevant control input, economic considerations, wear and
tear to the power plant, operator preferences, plant opera-
tional boundaries, etc. The method then may proceed to Step
112.

At step 112, the process 100 may determine which of the
available control inputs/variance amounts from the above
step 1s most favorable or preferred. This determination, in
large part, may be based upon the effects to system operation
that were calculated in step 110. Then, for whichever control
input/variance amount is deemed most favorable, the method
may determine if the proposed control input/variance amount
should be executed based on whether the associated benefits
of meeting extraction demand outweighs the costs associated
with executing the variance amount. It will be appreciated
that economic considerations and operator preferences may
be included in this determination. Based on this calculation,
the method then may execute the proposed control input/
variance amount or not. The method then may return to step
102, and an iterative process begun by which a preferred level
of extraction is achieved.

As described above, if at step 104 it is determined that the
relevant combustor is not operating at the stoichiometric
point, the method may proceed to step 114. At step 114, the
method may determine one or more control inputs/variance
amounts that are available for achieving stoichiometric point
operation within the relevant combustor. As before, control
inputs include ways in which operation of the power plant 9
may be altered, manipulated or controlled, and the variance
amount is the extent to which a control input must be manipu-
lated to achieve a desired mode of operation. The method may
then proceed to step 116.

At step 116, the method may determine the probable
effects to plant operation of each of the available control
inputs/variance amounts from step 114. It will be appreciated
that these types of calculations may be achieved per conven-
tional power plant control programs and modeling software,
such as those systems and methods mention herein and others
similar to them. It further will be appreciated that these cal-
culations may involve an iterative process that takes into
account efficient control measures/counter-measures which
may be made in response to the proposed variance of the
relevant control input, economic considerations, wear and
tear to the power plant, operator preferences, plant opera-
tional boundaries, etc. The method then may proceed to Step
118.

Plant operation boundaries may include any prescribed
limit that must be followed so that efficient operation is
achieved and/or undue wear and tear or more serious damage
to systems is avoided. For example, operational boundaries
may include maximum allowable temperatures within the
turbines 30, 32 or combustor components. It will be appreci-
ated that exceeding these temperatures may cause damage to
turbine components or cause increased emissions levels.
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Another operational boundary includes a maximum com-
pressor pressure ratio across each of the oxidant compressor
11 and the recirculation compressor 12. Exceeding this limi-
tation may cause the unit to surge, which may cause extensive
damage to components. Further, the turbine may have a maxi-
mum mach number, which indicates the maximum flow rate
of the combusted gases at the exit of the turbine. Exceeding
this maximum flow rate may damage turbine components.
Given the possible configuration of combustors within the
power plant 9, relative pressures of the flows delivered at the
combustors 22, 24 by each of the compressors 11, 12 may be
another operational boundary. That is, depending on the con-
figuration of the combustor 22, 24 and the manner in which
flows are combined, the pressure of the compressed oxidant
delivered by the oxidant compressor 11 must be within a
certain range of that supplied by recirculation compressor 12
to avoid aerodynamic losses, backflow, and other potential
issues.

At step 118, the method may determine which of the avail-
able control inputs/variance amounts from the above step is
most favorable or preferred. This determination, in large part,
may be based upon the effects to system operation that were
calculated in step 116 as well as the extent to which the
control input/variance amount is able to manipulate the power
plant system toward the intended mode of operation. Then,
for whichever control input/variance amount is deemed most
favorable, the method may determine if the proposed control
input/variance amount should be executed based on whether
the associated benefits of achieving stoichiometric point
operation (which may include the benefits of being able to
extract working fluid) outweighs the costs associated with
executing the variance amount. It will be appreciated that
economic considerations and operator preferences may be
included in this determination. Based on this calculation, the
method then may execute the proposed control input/variance
amount or not. The method then may return to step 104, and
an iterative process by which stoichiometric point operation
within one of the combustors is ultimately achieved or deter-
mined not possible due to some operational constraint.

It will be appreciated that there are many possible control
inputs/variance amounts that affect the stoichiometric ratio in
the combustors 22, 24. In preferred embodiments, one such
control input includes controllably varying the compressed
oxidant amount delivered to the combustors 22, 24. It will be
appreciated that controllably varying the supply of com-
pressed oxidant may have a significant effect on the stoichi-
ometry ratio within the combustors 22, 24. For example, if
sensors indicate that, given the supply of fuel to a combustor,
more compressed oxidant (i.e., more oxygen) is needed to
achieve stoichiometric combustion, the supply of compressed
oxidant may be increased by manipulating inlet guide vanes
of the oxidant compressor 11 and/or changing valve settings
on the oxidant valves 54, 68 so that more compressed oxidant
is able to pass through the oxidant conduit 52, 67 associated
with the combustor. On the other hand, varying fuel supply is
another control input that may be used to achieve operation at
a preferred stoichiometric ratio. In this case, for example,
sensors 70 may indicate that, given the compressed oxidant
amount being delivered to the combustor, more fuel is needed
to achieve stoichiometric point operation. The fuel amount
being delivered to the one or both combustors 22, 24 may be
increased by manipulating one or both of the fuel valves 58,
59. Further, it will be appreciated that stoichiometric point
combustion may be controlled in one of the combustors by
changing settings that are directly related to the other com-
bustor. This is because changed settings within one combus-
tor may create excess oxidant or unspent fuel in the recircu-
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lation loop 10 that is ultimately ingested within the other
combustor, thereby affecting the combustion stoichiometric
ratio therein.

In one exemplary mode of control, the fuel/oxidant input
into the power plant 9 may be set such that there is excess
oxidant (i.e., a stoichiometric ratio greater than 1) in which-
ever of the combustors 22, 24 is meant to operate at the
stoichiometric point. Then, the control process may decrease
the excess oxidant by small increments within the relevant
combustor 22, 24 (either by increasing fuel flow to the com-
bustor or by decreasing the oxidant supply) while monitoring
the stoichiometric ratio therein by measuring a relevant pro-
cess variable. In certain embodiments, this may continue until
the stoichiometric ratio is within a preferred range, while still
being slightly above 1 (i.e., still having excess oxidant). This
may be implemented by slowly increasing oxidant flow,
decreasing fuel flow, or both to the particularly combustor 22,
24, while monitoring stoichiometric conditions therein. It
may also be done indirectly by slowly increasing oxidant
flow, decreasing fuel flow, or both to the other combustor 22,
24 so that excess fuel or oxidant becomes part of the working
fluid and ingested into the relevant combustor.

FIGS. 8 and 9 provide schematic illustrations of alternative
configurations of exemplary power plants according to the
present application. As shown, these power plants also
employ exhaust gas recirculation and a reheat combustion
system similar to those described above. However, the power
plants of FIGS. 8 and 9 provide dual extraction locations on
the recirculation loop. It will be appreciated that while the
description of components, system configurations, and con-
trol methods provided above are applicable to the power
plants of FIGS. 8 and 9 (as well as some of the functionality
described below being applicable to the components, system
configuration, and control methods described above), the
dual extraction locations provide a novel application that
enables enhanced functionality, which may beneficially
employed in certain operating conditions. As before, the
power plant 9 may include a recirculation loop 10 about
which a working fluid is recirculated. The recirculation loop
10 may include a plurality of components that are configured
to accept an outflow of working fluid from a neighboring
upstream component and provide an inflow of working fluid
to a neighboring downstream component. The components of
the recirculation loop 10 may include: a recirculation com-
pressor 12; an upstream combustor 22 positioned down-
stream of the recirculation compressor 12; a high-pressure
turbine 30 positioned downstream of the upstream combustor
22; a downstream combustor 24 positioned downstream of
the high-pressure turbine 30; a low-pressure turbine 32 posi-
tioned downstream of the downstream combustor 24; and
recirculation conduit 40 configured to complete the loop by
directing the outflow of working fluid from the low-pressure
turbine 32 to the recirculation compressor 12. As described in
more detail above in relation to the other exemplary power
plants 9 provided in the several figures, the power plant 9 of
FIGS. 8 and 9 may further include systems and components
that control and deliver a compressed oxidant amount to each
of the upstream combustor and the downstream combustor.
As described above in relation to the other exemplary power
plants 9, the power plant 9 of FIGS. 8 and 9 may further
include systems and components that control a fuel amount
supplied to each of the upstream combustor 22 and the down-
stream combustor 24. The power plant 9, as illustrated, may
further include systems and components that extract the
working fluid exhausted from the upstream combustor 22
from a first extraction point 75, and systems and components
that extract the working fluid exhausted from the downstream
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combustor 24 from a second extraction point 76. The power
plant 9, as illustrated in FIGS. 8 and 9 and discussed further
above, may include systems and components for controlling
operation such that each of the upstream combustor 22 and
the downstream combustor 24 periodically operate at a pre-
ferred stoichiometric ratio, as well as means for selectively
extracting working fluid from the first extraction point 75 and
the second extraction point 76 based on which of the upstream
combustor 22 and the downstream combustor 24 operates at
the preferred stoichiometric ratio.

In certain embodiments, the first extraction point 75 may
include a first controllable extracted gas valve 61 for control-
ling the amount of gas extracted at that location. The first
extraction point 75 may be disposed on the recirculation loop
10 between the upstream combustor 22 and, proceeding in a
downstream direction, the downstream combustor 24. As
illustrated in FIGS. 8 and 9, one exemplary location for the
first extraction point 75 is the aft end of the high-pressure
turbine 30. The first controllable extracted gas valve 61 may
be controllable to at least two settings: a closed setting that
prevents the extraction of working fluid and an open setting
that allows the extraction of working fluid. Similarly, the
second extraction point 76 may include a second controllable
extracted gas valve 61 for controlling the amount of gas
extracted at that location. The second extraction point 76 may
be disposed on the recirculation loop 10 between the down-
stream combustor 24 and, proceeding in a downstream direc-
tion, the upstream combustor 22. As illustrated in FIG. 8, one
exemplary location for the second extraction point 76 is the
aft end of the low-pressure turbine 32. As illustrated in FIG. 9,
another exemplary location for the second extraction point 76
is on the recirculation conduit 40 between the cooler 44 and
the blower 46. Depending on the required properties of the
extracted gas, other locations are possible. The second con-
trollable extracted gas valve 61 may be controllable to at least
two settings: a closed setting that prevents the extraction of
working fluid and an open setting that allows the extraction of
working fluid.

In certain embodiments, the systems and components for
controlling the compressed oxidant amount supplied to the
upstream combustor 22 may include an oxidant compressor
11, a first oxidant conduit 52 that is configured to direct
compressed oxidant derived from the oxidant compressor 11
to the upstream combustor 22, and a first controllable oxidant
valve 54 disposed on the first oxidant conduit 52 that is
controllable to at least three settings: a closed setting that
prevents delivery of the compressed oxidant to the upstream
combustor 22 and two open settings that allow delivery of
differing compressed oxidant amounts to the upstream com-
bustor 22. In certain embodiments, the systems and compo-
nents for controlling the compressed oxidant amount sup-
plied to the downstream combustor 24 may include the
oxidant compressor 11, a second oxidant conduit 67 that is
configured to direct compressed oxidant derived from the
oxidant compressor 11 to the downstream combustor 24, and
asecond controllable oxidant valve 68 disposed on the second
oxidant conduit 67 that is controllable to at least three set-
tings: a closed setting that prevents delivery of the com-
pressed oxidant to the downstream combustor 24 and two
open settings that allow delivery of differing compressed
oxidant amounts to the downstream combustor 24. In certain
embodiments, a booster compressor 16 may be included that
is disposed on at least one of the first oxidant conduit 52 and
the second oxidant conduit 67 (an example of which is shown
in FIG. 6). The booster compressor 16 may be configured to
boost the pressure of the compressed oxidant flowing through
at least one of the first 52 and the second oxidant conduit 67
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such that the compressed oxidant amount supplied to at least
one of the upstream 22 and the downstream combustor 24
comprises a pressure level that corresponds to a preferable
injection pressure of whichever of the upstream 22 and down-
stream combustor 24. In certain embodiments, at an upstream
end, the first oxidant conduit 52 may include a first oxidant
extraction location 81 at which the compressed oxidant is
extracted from the oxidant compressor 11. At an upstream
end, the second oxidant conduit 67 may include a second
oxidant extraction location 83 at which the compressed oxi-
dant is extracted from the oxidant compressor 11. Within the
oxidant compressor 11, the first oxidant extraction location
81 may include a downstream position relative to the second
oxidant extraction location 83. The first oxidant extraction
location 81 may include a predetermined position within the
oxidant compressor 11 that corresponds to a preferable injec-
tion pressure at the upstream combustor 22. The second
extraction location 83 may include a predetermined position
within the oxidant compressor 11 that corresponds to a pref-
erable injection pressure at the downstream combustor 24.

In certain embodiments, the systems and components for
controlling the fuel amount supplied to the upstream combus-
tor 22 may include an upstream combustor fuel supply 78 that
may include a controllable upstream combustor fuel valve or
first controllable fuel valve 58. The first controllable fuel
valve 58 may be controllable to at least three settings: a closed
setting that prevents delivery of fuel to the upstream combus-
tor 22 and two open settings that allow delivery of differing
fuel amounts to the upstream combustor 22. The systems and
components for controlling the fuel amount supplied to the
downstream combustor 24 may include a downstream com-
bustor fuel supply 79 that may include a controllable down-
stream combustor fuel valve or second controllable fuel valve
59. The second controllable fuel valve 59 may be controllable
to atleast three settings: a closed setting that prevents delivery
of'fuel to the downstream combustor 24 and two open settings
that allow delivery of differing fuel amounts to the down-
stream combustor 24. In certain embodiments, as shown in
FIG. 8, the upstream combustor fuel supply 78 and the down-
stream combustor fuel supply 79 may have a common source
and, thus, a common fuel type. In other embodiments, as
shown in FIG. 9, the upstream combustor fuel supply 78 and
the downstream combustor fuel supply 79 may have differ-
ence sources and may supply differing fuel types.

As describe above in more detail, the power plant 9 of
FIGS. 8 and 9 may include systems and components for
controlling the power plant 9 such that each of the upstream
combustor 22 and the downstream combustor 24 periodically
operate at the preferred stoichiometric ratio. In certain
embodiments includes a computerized control unit 65 that is
configured to control the settings of the first and second
controllable oxidant valves 54 and the first and second con-
trollable fuel valves 58, 59.

Asdescribed in more detail above, in certain embodiments,
the power plant 9 of FIGS. 8 and 9 may include systems and
components for determining a current stoichiometric ratio at
which the upstream combustor 22 and the downstream com-
bustor 24 operate. In certain exemplary embodiments, the
systems and components for determining the current sto-
ichiometric ratio at which the upstream combustor 22 and the
downstream combustor 24 operate include: systems and com-
ponents for measuring the compressed oxidant amount being
supplied to the upstream and downstream combustors 22, 24
and systems and components for measuring the fuel amount
being supplied to the upstream and downstream combustors
22, 24; and systems and components for calculating the cur-
rent stoichiometric ratio at which each of the upstream com-
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bustor 22 and the downstream combustor 24 operates based
on the measured compressed oxidant amounts and the mea-
sured fuel amount being supplied to each. In certain exem-
plary embodiments, the systems and components for deter-
mining the stoichiometric ratio at which the upstream
combustor 22 and the downstream combustor 24 operate
include: a first testing component for testing the working fluid
exhausted from the upstream combustor 22; and a second
testing component for testing the working fluid exhausted
from the downstream combustor 24. The first testing compo-
nent and the second testing component each may include one
of a sensor for detecting excess oxidant and a sensor for
detecting unspent fuel. One or more CO sensors and one or
more humidity sensors may also be used, as one of ordinary
skill in the art will appreciate. The first testing location may
include a location within a range of positions on the recircu-
lation loop 10. The range of positions may be defined between
the first extraction point 75 and, proceeding in an upstream
direction, the upstream combustor 22. The second testing
location may include a location within a range of positions on
the recirculation loop 10. The range of positions may be
defined between the second extraction point 76 and, proceed-
ing in an upstream direction, the downstream combustor 24.

In certain embodiments, the systems and components for
selectively extracting from the first extraction point 75 and the
second extraction point 76 based on which of the upstream
combustor 22 and the downstream combustor 24 is being
operated at the preferred stoichiometric ratio includes a com-
puterized control unit 65. In one preferred embodiment, the
controlunit 65 is configured to: extract working fluid from the
first extraction point 75 during periods when the upstream
combustor 22 operates at the preferred stoichiometric ratio;
and extract working fluid from the second extraction point 76
during periods when the downstream combustor 24 operates
at the preferred stoichiometric ratio.

As provided herein, the power plant of FIGS. 8 and 9 may
be operated per novel control methods. In certain embodi-
ments, such methods may include the steps of: recirculating at
least a portion of the working fluid through the recirculation
loop 10; controlling a compressed oxidant amount supplied to
each of the upstream combustor 22 and the downstream com-
bustor 24; controlling a fuel amount supplied to each of the
upstream combustor 22 and the downstream combustor 24;
controlling the power plant 9 such that each of the upstream
combustor 22 and the downstream combustor 24 periodically
operates at a preferred stoichiometric ratio; and selectively
extracting the working fluid from a first extraction point 75
associated with the upstream combustor 22 and a second
extraction point 76 associated with the downstream combus-
tor 24 based upon which of the upstream 22 and the down-
stream combustor 24 operates at the preferred stoichiometric
ratio. The step of selectively extracting the working fluid from
the first 75 and the second extraction points 76 may include
selecting to extract from the first extraction point 75 only
during periods when the upstream combustor 22 operates at
the preferred stoichiometric ratio, and selecting to extract
working fluid from the second extraction point 76 only during
periods when the downstream combustor 24 operates at the
preferred stoichiometric ratio. In one preferred embodiment,
for example, the upstream combustor 22 may be operated at
the preferred stoichiometric ratio during low-load operation,
and the downstream combustor 24 may be operated at the
preferred stoichiometric ration during full operation. The step
of selectively extracting working fluid from the first 75 and
second extraction points 76 may include controlling the set-
tings of the first 61 and second controllable extracted gas
valves 61. The step of controlling the compressed oxidant
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amount supplied to each of the upstream and downstream
combustors 22, 24 may include manipulating the settings of
the first and second controllable oxidant valves 54, 68. The
step of controlling the fuel amounts supplied to each of the
upstream and downstream combustors 22, 24 may include the
steps of manipulating the settings of the first and second
controllable fuel valves 58, 59.

The step of controlling the power plant 9 such that each of
the upstream combustor 22 and the downstream combustor
24 periodically operate at the preferred stoichiometric ratio
may include using a computerized control unit 65 that is
configured to control the settings of the first and second
controllable oxidant valves 54 and the first 58 and second
controllable fuel values 59. The preferred stoichiometric ratio
may include a stoichiometric ratio of about 1, though the
other ranges discussed herein are also possible.

In certain embodiments, the method may include the steps
of: measuring a plurality of process variables of the power
plant 9; determining an output requirement for the power
plant 9; based on the measured process variables and the
output requirement, determining a desired mode of operation
for the power plant 9; determining a preferred stoichiometric
combustor, the preferred stoichiometric combustor including
whichever of the upstream combustor 22 and the downstream
combustor 24 is preferred for operation at the preferred sto-
ichiometric ratio given the desired mode of operation for the
power plant 9 and a chosen criteria; and controlling the power
plant 9 such that the preferred stoichiometric combustor oper-
ates at the preferred stoichiometric ratio. It will be appreci-
ated that power plants configured as with dual combustion
systems may choose to shut-down one of the combustion
systems during a turndown mode of operation, thereby more
efficiently satisfying a lower output requirement. Accord-
ingly, in certain embodiments, the desired mode of operation
includes a turndown mode of operation during which only
one of the upstream combustor 22 and the downstream com-
bustor 24 operates. In this case, the preferred stoichiometric
combustor may include whichever of the upstream combustor
22 and the downstream combustor 24 operates during the
turndown mode of operation. In certain embodiments, the
upstream combustor 22 is the combustor that operates during
the turndown mode of operation.

The chosen criteria for determining the preferred stoichio-
metric combustor may be any of several. In certain preferred
embodiments, the chosen criteria relates to the efficiency
level of the power plant 9. In this manner, the preferred
stoichiometric combustor is the combustor that, when oper-
ated at the preferred stoichiometric ratio, promotes efficiency.
The chosen criteria also may be related to economic consid-
erations, i.e., the preferred stoichiometric combustor is the
one that promotes the profits of the power plant 9.

In certain embodiments, the method of the present appli-
cation may further include the steps of: determining a current
stoichiometric ratio at which the preferred stoichiometric
combustor operates; determining whether the current sto-
ichiometric ratio is equal to the preferred stoichiometric ratio;
and extracting working fluid from the extraction point asso-
ciated with the preferred stoichiometric combustor if the cur-
rent stoichiometric ratio is determined to be equal to the
preferred stoichiometric ratio. In certain embodiments, this
may include the steps of: measuring the compressed oxidant
amount being supplied to the upstream and downstream com-
bustors 22, 24; measuring the fuel amount being supplied to
the upstream and downstream combustors 22, 24; and calcu-
lating the current stoichiometric ratio at which the preferred
stoichiometric combustor operates based on the measured
compressed oxidant amount being supplied to the upstream
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and downstream combustors 22, 24 and the measured fuel
amounts being supplied to the upstream and downstream
combustors 22, 24. In certain embodiments, the step of deter-
mining the current stoichiometric ratio at which the preferred
stoichiometric combustor operates includes the steps of: if the
upstream combustor 22 may include the preferred stoichio-
metric combustor, testing the working fluid exhausted from
the upstream combustor 22; and if the downstream combustor
24 may include the preferred stoichiometric combustor, test-
ing the working fluid exhausted from the downstream com-
bustor 24. The working fluid exhausted from the upstream
combustor 22 may be tested at a first test location by one of a
sensor for detecting excess oxidant and a sensor for detecting
unspent fuel. The first test location may include a location
within a range of locations on the recirculation loop defined
between the first extraction point 75 and, proceeding in an
upstream direction, the upstream combustor 22. The working
fluid exhausted from the downstream combustor 24 may be
tested at a second test location by one of a sensor for detecting
excess oxidant and a sensor for detecting unspent fuel. The
second test location may include a location within a range of
locations on the recirculation loop defined between the sec-
ond extraction point 76 and, proceeding in an upstream direc-
tion, the downstream combustor 24. In this manner, the status
of the exhaust prior to extraction may be tested to confirm
desired properties.

In certain embodiments, the step of controlling the power
plant 9 such that the preferred stoichiometric combustor oper-
ates at the preferred stoichiometric ratio includes the step of
operating a feedback loop control mechanism that includes
manipulating a control input of the power plant 9 based on the
measured plurality of the process variables. The methods of
operating a feedback loop control mechanism are discussed
in more detail above. In certain cases, it will be appreciated
that the step of measuring the plurality of process variables
may include measuring the compressed oxidant amount and
the fuel amount supplied to the preferred stoichiometric com-
bustor and calculating a current stoichiometric ratio in the
preferred stoichiometric combustor based on the measured
compressed oxidant amount and fuel amount supplied to the
preferred stoichiometric combustor. In certain embodiments,
the control input may include the settings for whichever of the
first and second controllable oxidant valves 54, 68 correspond
to the preferred stoichiometric combustor and whichever of
the first and second controllable fuel valves 58, 59 correspond
to the preferred stoichiometric combustor.

In certain embodiments, the step of measuring the plurality
of process variables may include measuring the compressed
oxidant amounts and the compressed fuel amounts being
supplied to each of the upstream and downstream combustors
22, 24. The step of calculating the current stoichiometric ratio
in the preferred stoichiometric combustor may include bal-
ancing, in each of the upstream and downstream combustors
22, 24, the measured oxygen amount against the measured
fuel amount to determine whether the preferred stoichiomet-
ric combustor ingests an excess fuel amount or an excess
oxidant amount that is present in the working fluid from
whichever of the upstream and downstream combustors 22,
24 is not the preferred stoichiometric combustor.

In certain embodiments, the step of measuring the plurality
of process variables may include testing a working fluid con-
tent at a position on the recirculation loop that is both down-
stream of the preferred stoichiometric combustor and
upstream of whichever ofthe upstream and downstream com-
bustors 22, 24 is not the preferred stoichiometric combustor.
The control input may include at least one of the fuel amount
supplied to the upstream combustor 22, the fuel amount sup-



US 9,353,682 B2

25

plied to the downstream combustor 24, the compressed oxi-
dant amount supplied to the upstream combustor 22, and the
compressed oxidant amount supplied to the downstream
combustor 24. The step of testing the working fluid content
may include measuring at least one of an oxidant content and
an unspent fuel content of the working fluid, which may
further include the step of calculating a current stoichiometric
ratio in the preferred stoichiometric combustor based on the
testing of the working fluid content.

In certain exemplary embodiments, the method of the
present application includes controlling the power plant 9
such that both of the upstream combustor 22 and the down-
stream combustor 24 periodically operate at the preferred
stoichiometric ratio during the same period of time. In this
case, selectively extracting the working fluid from the first
extraction point 75 and the second extraction point 76 may
include extracting working fluid from both the first extraction
point 75 and the second extraction point 76 when both com-
bustors 22, 24 operate at the preferred stoichiometric ratio. As
shown in FIGS. 8 and 9, the two extracted gas flows may be
combined at a combining point 86. That is, the method of the
present application may include the step of combining the
working fluid extracted from the first extraction point 75 and
the working fluid extracted from the second extraction point
76. The method may further include the step of controllably
combining the two extracted flows of working fluid such that
acombined flow of extracted working fluid includes a desired
characteristic. It will be appreciated that this may be done by
controlling the settings of the controllable extracted gas
valves 61 that are included at each extraction point 75, 76.
Depending on the downstream applications for which the
extracted gas is extracted, it is beneficial to have the ability to
provide the extracted gas at varying pressure levels or tem-
peratures. This may be achieved by mixing the gases
extracted from different points on the recirculation loop 10 in
desired or controlled amounts. As shown in FIG. 9, the first
extraction point 75 extracts gas from a region of relative high
temperature and high pressure, while the second extraction
point 76 extracts gas from a region of relatively low tempera-
ture and low pressure. [t will be appreciated that by mixing the
two flows in a controlled manner, desired extracted gas char-
acteristics within the range of characteristics defined by the
differing extraction location may be achieved.

Turning now to FIGS. 10-13, schematic drawings illustrat-
ing configurations of alternative power plants that employ
exhaust gas recirculation and a single combustion system are
provided. It will be appreciated that the power plant 9 of these
figures includes many of the same components as the power
plants described above and that these components may be
employed in much the same manner at that described else-
where in this application. As stated, any of the descriptions
pertaining to any of the power plants that one of ordinary skill
in the art would appreciate as not being limited to a specific
configuration is applicable to all the configurations, particu-
larly as such alternatives may be described in the claims or
any amendments made thereto. In certain embodiments, the
power plant 9 is configured to include a recirculation loop 10
about which a working fluid is recirculated. As before, the
recirculation loop 10 may include a plurality of components
configured to accept an outflow of working fluid from a
neighboring upstream component and provide an inflow of
working fluid to a neighboring downstream component. In
this case, the recirculation loop 10 includes a recirculation
compressor 12; a combustor 22 positioned downstream of the
recirculation compressor 12; a turbine 30 positioned down-
stream of the combustor 22; and a recirculation conduit 40
configured to direct the outflow of working fluid from the
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turbine 30 to the recirculation compressor 12. The power
plant 9 is configured to have a single combustion system. As
such, the recirculation loop 10 may be configured to prevent
the input of combustion gases at all locations except for an
input related to the combustor 22. As shown, the power plant
9 may further include a first extraction point 75 and a second
extraction point 76 positioned on the recirculation loop 10.
The outflow of working fluid from the turbine 30 includes
exhaust gases, which, via the recirculation conduit 40, are
directed to the recirculation compressor 12. The recirculation
compressor 12 is configured to compress the exhaust gases
such that the outflow of working fluid from the recirculation
compressor 12 includes compressed exhaust gases;

The first extraction point 75 may include a controllable
extraction valve 61 that is controllable to at least two settings:
a closed setting that prevents the extraction of working fluid
and an open setting that allows the extraction of working
fluid. The second extraction point 76 may include a control-
lable extraction valve 61 that is controllable to at least two
settings: a closed setting that prevents the extraction of work-
ing fluid and an open setting that allows the extraction of
working fluid.

The power plant 9 may be operated or controlled such that
the combustor 22 at least periodically operates at a preferred
stoichiometric ratio. The preferred stoichiometric ratios may
be similarto those ratios discussed above. To achieve this type
of'operation, a compressed oxidant amount and a fuel amount
supplied the combustor 22 may be controlled. The com-
pressed oxidant amount may be controlled by an oxidant
compressor 11, an oxidant conduit 52 that is configured to
direct compressed oxidant derived from the oxidant compres-
sor 11 to the combustor 22, and a controllable oxidant valve
54 disposed on the oxidant conduit that is controllable to at
least two open settings that allow delivery of differing com-
pressed oxidant amounts to the combustor 22. The fuel
amount may be controlled by a controllable fuel valve 58 that
has at least two open settings that allow delivery of differing
fuel amounts to the combustor 22. It will be appreciated that
the power plant 9 may be controlled such that the combustor
22 at least periodically operates at the preferred stoichiomet-
ric ratio via a computerized control unit 65 that is configured
to control the settings of the controllable oxidant valve 54 and
the controllable fuel valve 58, and may include systems for
determining a current stoichiometric ratio at which the com-
bustor 22 operates, the various systems for which are dis-
cussed in detail above, whether the current stoichiometric
ratio is equal to the preferred stoichiometric ratio, as well as
a control feedback loop mechanism that achieves the desired
modes of operations. As discussed in more detail below, the
computerized control unit 65 may be configured to selectively
extract working fluid from at least one of the first extraction
point 75 and the second extraction point 76 based on whether
the current stoichiometric ratio in the combustor 22 is deter-
mined to be equal to the preferred stoichiometric ratio, as well
as the intended downstream uses of the extracted working
fluid.

In certain embodiments, the power plant 9 includes a recir-
culation conduit 40 that is configured to collect exhaust gases
from the turbine 30 and direct the exhaust gases to an intake
of'the recirculation compressor 12. The recirculation conduit
40 may further include a heat recovery steam generator, the
heat recovery steam generator including a boiler, the heat
recovery steam generator being configured such that the
exhaust gases from the turbine 30 includes a heat source for
the boiler. The recirculation conduit 40 may include a chiller
44 and a blower 46 positioned thereon. The chiller 44 may be
configured to controllably remove an amount of heat from the
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exhaust gases flowing through the recirculation conduit 40
such that a more desirable temperature is achieved at the
intake of the recirculation compressor 12. The blower 46 may
be configured to controllably circulate the exhaust gases
flowing through the recirculation conduit 40 such that a more
desirable pressure is achieved at the intake of the recirculation
compressor 12.

The power plant 9 may include instruments, sensors, and
systems for determining a property of characteristic of the
working fluid at the extraction points 75, 76. These may
include direct measurement of the characteristic or calcula-
tion based on other measured process variables. The charac-
teristic may include any property of the working fluid, such
as, pressure and temperature. As stated, the extracted working
fluid has economic value in certain industrial and other appli-
cations. It will be appreciated that if the extracted working
fluid may be efficiently delivered with desired characteristics
given an intended application, such as at a desired pressure or
temperature, the value of it is increased. In certain embodi-
ments, the means for determining the characteristic of the
working fluid at the first extraction point 75 and the second
extraction point 76 may include a pressure sensor and/or a
temperature sensor. The computerized control unit 65 may be
configured to selectively extract the working fluid from only
or just the first extraction point 75, just the second extraction
point 76, or both the first and second extraction point 75, 76
based on the characteristic of the working fluid that is deter-
mined to be at each of the extraction points 75, 76. The
computerized control unit 65 may do this via controlling the
settings of the first and second controllable extraction valves
61.

The computerized control unit 65 may be configured to
determine a preferred value for the characteristic of the work-
ing fluid. This may be done via determining an intended
downstream application for the extracted working fluid,
which could be completed via consulting an operator entered
value or otherwise. The system then could determine a pre-
ferred value for the characteristic of the working fluid based
on what would be a preferred value given the intended down-
stream application.

The extraction points 75, 76 may include various locations.
While a few preferred embodiments relating to extraction
point configuration are provided in FIGS. 10-13, it will be
appreciated that others are possible. As shown in FIG. 10, the
first extraction point 75 may have a location within the recir-
culation compressor 12, and the second extraction point 76
may have a location within the turbine 30. As shown in FIG.
11, the first extraction point 75 may have a location within the
recirculation compressor 12, and the second extraction point
76 may have alocation within the recirculation conduit 40. As
shown in FIG. 12, the first extraction point 75 may have a first
location within the recirculation compressor 12, and the sec-
ond extraction point 76 may have a second location within the
recirculation compressor 12. As shown in FIG. 13, the first
extraction point 75 may have a first location within the turbine
30, and the second extraction point 76 may have a second
location within the turbine 30. The advantages of these con-
figurations are discussed in more detail below.

The present application further describes a method of con-
trolling a power plant that includes configurations discussed
above in relation to FIGS. 10-13. In general, these methods
may include the steps of: recirculating at least a portion of the
working fluid through the recirculation loop; controlling the
power plant such that the combustor 22 at least periodically
operates at a preferred stoichiometric ratio; and extracting
working fluid from at least one of a first extraction point 75
and a second extraction point 76 positioned on the recircula-
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tion loop 10 during the periods when the combustor 22 oper-
ates at the preferred stoichiometric ratio. The step of control-
ling the power plant such that the combustor 22 periodically
operates at the preferred stoichiometric ratio may include the
steps of controlling a compressed oxidant amount and a fuel
amount supplied to the combustor 22.

The method may further include the steps of: determining
a characteristic of the working fluid at the first extraction
point 75; determining a characteristic of the working fluid at
the second extraction point 76; and, based on the character-
istic of the working fluid at the first and second extraction
points 75,76 selectively extracting the working fluid from just
the first extraction point 75, just the second extraction point
76, or both the first and second extraction points 75, 76. Based
on a downstream application, the method may determine a
preferred value for the characteristic of the working fluid,
which may also be used to selectively extract working fluid
from the extraction points 75, 76. This type of method of
operation may result in working fluid being extracted from
both the first extraction point 75 and the second extraction
point 76 at the same time. In this instance, the method may
controllably mix the extracted flows of working fluid from
both extraction points 75, 76 so as to create a combined flow
of extracted working fluid that has a characteristic consistent
with the preferred value for the characteristic. As before, the
preferred value for the characteristic of the working fluid may
be based on an intended downstream application. A comput-
erized control unit 65 may be configured to control the set-
tings of the various valves and other components discussed
herein so that the desired modes of operation are achieved.

In certain embodiments, the step of selectively extracting
the working fluid from just the first extraction point 75, just
the second extraction point 76, or both the first and second
extraction points 75, 76 includes the steps of: when the char-
acteristic of the working fluid at the first extraction point 75 is
within a predetermined range relative to the preferred value
for the characteristic, extracting from just the first extraction
point 75; when the characteristic of the working fluid at the
second extraction point 76 is within a predetermined range
relative to the preferred value for the characteristic, extracting
from just the second extraction point 76; when the preferred
value for the characteristic is within a predetermined range
nested between the characteristic of the working fluid at the
first extraction point 75 and the characteristic of the working
fluid at the second extraction point 76, and extracting from
both the first and second extraction points 75, 76. In this
manner, the method may employ just one extraction point
when the desired characteristic may be achieved this way, or
extract from both extraction points when mixing may be
employed to deliver the extracted gases in a more desirable
state given a downstream application. In certain embodi-
ments, these steps may include the following: when the char-
acteristic of the working fluid at the first extraction point 75 is
approximately equal to the preferred value for the character-
istic, extracting from the first extraction point 75; when the
characteristic of the working fluid at the second extraction
point 76 is approximately equal to the preferred value for the
characteristic, extracting from the second extraction point 76;
and when the preferred value for the characteristic falls in
between the characteristic of the working fluid at the first
extraction point 75 and the characteristic of the working fluid
atthe second extraction point 76, extracting from both the first
and second extraction points 75, 76. When the method oper-
ates to extract working fluid from both extraction points 75,
76, a mixing step, as mentioned, may be employed to create a
combined flow that is more desirable. In certain embodi-
ments, this may be achieved by controlling the setting of the
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first controllable extraction valve 61 such that a first prede-
termined amount of working fluid is extracted from the first
extraction point 75; controlling the setting of the second
controllable extraction valve 61 such that a second predeter-
mined amount of working fluid is extracted from the second
extraction point 76; and combining the first predetermined
amount of working fluid with the second predetermined
amount of working fluid at a combining junction such that the
combined flow of extracted working fluid is formed. It will be
appreciated that, given the characteristic of the working fluid
at the first extraction point 75 and the second extraction point
76, the first predetermined amount of working fluid extracted
from the first extraction point 75 and the second predeter-
mined amount of working fluid extracted from the second
extraction point 76 may include predetermined amounts of
working fluid that, once mixed, result in the combined flow of
extracted working fluid having the preferred value for the
characteristic. As stated, the characteristic may be one of
pressure and temperature, though others are possible.

The extraction point locations may be predetermined to
provide desired operation, efficiency, and flexibility in deliv-
ering extracted flows having desired characteristics. Gener-
ally, the first extraction point 75 may have a predetermined
first location within the recirculation loop 10 and the second
extraction point 76 may have a predetermined second loca-
tion within the recirculation loop 10. In one preferred
embodiments, the first predetermined location within the
recirculation loop 10 and the second predetermined location
within the recirculation loop 10 are selected such that the
working fluid at each include a dissimilar first characteristic
and a similar second characteristic. In this case, the working
fluid extracted from the first extraction point 75 and the sec-
ond extraction point 76 may be mixed to achieve a wide range
oflevels for the first characteristic, while the mixing has little
effect on the resulting second characteristic, which will
remain at about the level of the similar second characteristics
of the extracted flows. In other cases, the first predetermined
location within the recirculation loop 10 and the second pre-
determined location within the recirculation loop 10 may be
selected such that the working fluid at each includes a dis-
similar first characteristic and a dissimilar second character-
istic. This time, the working fluid extracted from the first
extraction point 75 and the second extraction point 76 may be
mixed to achieve a wide range of first characteristic values
and a wide range of second characteristic values.

Referring to FIG. 10, it will be appreciated that the position
within the recirculation compressor 12 for the first extraction
point 75 and the location within the turbine 30 for the second
extraction point 76 may be selected such that the dissimilar
first characteristic is pressure and the similar second charac-
teristic is temperature. Referring to FIG. 11, it will be appre-
ciated that the position within the recirculation compressor 12
for the first extraction point 75 and the location within the
recirculation conduit 40 for the second extraction point 76
may be selected such that the dissimilar first characteristic is
pressure and the similar second characteristic is temperature.
The location for the second extraction point 76 may be varied
to produce other results, such as producing a dissimilar tem-
perature characteristic. Another possible configuration
includes positioning first extraction point 75 in the turbine 30
and the second extraction point 76 in the recirculation conduit
40 so that dissimilar pressure and dissimilar temperature
characteristics at the two extraction locations are achieved. It
will be appreciated that this type of arrangement may provide
great flexibility in the mixing of extracted flows to achieve a
broad range of values for each of the pressure and tempera-
tures characteristics.
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In another embodiment, as illustrated in FIG. 12, the first
extraction point 75 may have a first predetermined location
within the recirculation compressor 12, which may be
selected to provide a desired pressure or temperature level for
the extracted working fluid during an anticipated first mode of
operation for the power plant 9. The second extraction point
76 may have a second predetermined location within the
recirculation compressor 12, which may be selected to pro-
vide the desired pressure or temperature level for extracted
working fluid during an anticipated second mode of operation
for the power plant 9. It will be appreciated that this configu-
ration provides the flexibility of extracting working fluid at a
consistent pressure or temperature level, i.e., the desired pres-
sure or temperature level, no matter if the power plant 9 is
operating in the first or second mode of operation. In a pre-
ferred embodiment, the modes coincide with a base load
mode of operation and a turndown mode of operation. It will
be appreciated that this configuration further provides the
advantageous alternative of extracting at different pressure or
temperature levels during those times when the operation
mode of the power plant 9 remains unchanged.

In another embodiment, as illustrated in FIG. 13, the first
extraction point 75 may have a first predetermined location
within the turbine 30, which may be selected to provide a
desired pressure or temperature level for extracted working
fluid during an anticipated first mode of operation for the
power plant 9. The second extraction point 76 may have a
second predetermined location within the turbine 30, which
may be selected to provide the desired pressure or tempera-
ture level for extracted working fluid during an anticipated
second mode of operation for the power plant 9. In this case,
it will be appreciated that the configuration provides the flex-
ibility of extracting working fluid at a consistent pressure or
temperature level, i.e., the desired pressure or temperature
level, no matter if the power plant 9 is operating in the first or
second mode of operation. In a preferred embodiment, the
modes coincide with a base load mode of operation and a
turndown mode of operation. It will be appreciated that this
configuration further provides the advantageous alternative
of'extracting at different pressure or temperature levels during
those times when the operation mode of the power plant 9
remains unchanged.

From the above description of preferred embodiments of
the invention, those skilled in the art will perceive improve-
ments, changes and modifications. Such improvements,
changes and modifications within the skill of the art are
intended to be covered by the appended claims. Further, it
should be apparent that the foregoing relates only to the
described embodiments of the present application and that
numerous changes and modifications may be made herein
without departing from the spirit and scope of the application
as defined by the following claims and the equivalents
thereof.

We claim:

1. A method of controlling a power plant that comprises a
working fluid and a recirculation loop, wherein the power
plant includes a combustor operably connected to a turbine,
and wherein the recirculation loop comprises a recirculation
compressor, the combustor positioned downstream of the
recirculation compressor, the turbine positioned downstream
of the combustor, and a recirculation conduit configured to
direct an outflow of the working fluid from the turbine to the
recirculation compressor, the method including the steps of:

recirculating at least a portion of the working fluid through

the recirculation loop;

controlling the power plant such that the combustor at least

periodically operates at a preferred stoichiometric ratio
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by controlling an amount of a compressed oxidant sup-
plied to the combustor at an oxidant input and an amount
of a fuel supplied to the combustor at a fuel input,
wherein the recirculation loop is configured to prevent
the input of the compressed oxidant and the fuel to all
locations except for the oxidant input and the fuel input,
respectively, occurring in the combustor;

extracting the working fluid from a first extraction point
and a second extraction point positioned on the recircu-
lation loop during periods when the combustor operates
at the preferred stoichiometric ratio;

determining a characteristic of the working fluid at the first
extraction point;

determining the characteristic of the working fluid at the
second extraction point; and

based on the characteristic of the working fluid at the first
extraction point and the characteristic of the working
fluid at the second extraction point, extracting the work-
ing fluid from both the first extraction point and the
second extraction point;

determining a preferred value for the characteristic of the
working fluid based on an intended downstream appli-
cation; and

controllably mixing the working fluid extracted from the
first extraction point and the working fluid extracted
from the second extraction point such that a combined
flow of extracted working fluid comprises the preferred
value for the characteristic of the working fluid.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein:

the first extraction point comprises a first controllable
extraction valve, wherein the first controllable extrac-
tion valve is controllable to at least three settings: a
closed setting that prevents extraction of the working
fluid at the first extraction point and two open settings
that allow for the extraction of differing levels of the
working fluid at the first extraction point;

the second extraction point comprises a second control-
lable extraction valve, wherein the second controllable
extraction valve is controllable to at least three settings:
a closed setting that prevents extraction of the working
fluid at the second extraction point and two open settings
that allow for the extraction of differing levels of the
working fluid at the second extraction point; and

wherein extracting the working fluid from the first extrac-
tion point and the second extraction point comprises
controlling the settings of the first and second control-
lable extraction valves, respectively.

3. The method according to claim 2, wherein:

the step of controlling the amount of the compressed oxi-
dant supplied to the combustor includes: compressing
oxidant in an oxidant compressor to generate the com-
pressed oxidant; directing the compressed oxidant
derived from the oxidant compressor through an oxidant
conduit that includes a controllable oxidant valve that is
controllable to at least two open settings that allow con-
trolled delivery of the amount ofthe compressed oxidant
to the combustor; and manipulating the at least two open
settings of the controllable oxidant valve to vary the
amount of the compressed oxidant delivered to the com-
bustor; and

the step of controlling the amount of the fuel amount sup-
plied to the combustor includes: directing the fuel
derived from a fuel supply through a controllable fuel
valve to the combustor, wherein the controllable fuel
valve is controllable to at least two open settings that
allow controlled delivery of the amount of the fuel to the
combustor; and
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manipulating the at least two open settings of the control-
lable fuel valve to vary the amount of the fuel delivered
to the combustor.

4. The method according to claim 3, wherein:

the outflow of the working fluid from the turbine comprises

exhaust gases, which, via the recirculation conduit, are
directed to the recirculation compressor;

the recirculation compressor is configured to compress the

exhaust gases such that the outflow of the working fluid
from the recirculation compressor comprises com-
pressed exhaust gases;

the step of controlling the power plant such that the com-

bustor at least periodically operates at the preferred sto-
ichiometric ratio includes using a computerized control
unit that is configured to control the settings of the con-
trollable oxidant valve and the controllable fuel value;
and

the preferred stoichiometric ratio comprises a stoichiomet-

ric ratio of about 1.
5. The method according to claim 1, wherein the preferred
stoichiometric ratio comprises a range of stoichiometric
ratios between 0.75 and 1.25.
6. The method according to claim 1, wherein the preferred
stoichiometric ratio comprises a range of stoichiometric
ratios between 0.9 and 1.1.
7. The method according to claim 2, wherein the step of
controllably mixing the working fluid extracted from the first
extraction point and the second extraction point includes the
steps of:
controlling the setting of the first controllable extraction
valve such that a first predetermined amount of the
working fluid is extracted from the first extraction point;

controlling the setting of the second controllable extraction
valve such that a second predetermined amount of the
working fluid is extracted from the second extraction
point; and

combining the first predetermined amount of the working

fluid with the second predetermined amount of the
working fluid at a combining junction such that a com-
bined flow of the working fluid extracted from the first
extraction point and from the second extraction point is
formed;

wherein, given the characteristic of the working fluid at the

first extraction point and the the characteristic of the
working fluid at the second extraction point, the first
predetermined amount of the working fluid extracted
from the first extraction point and the second predeter-
mined amount of the working fluid extracted from the
second extraction point comprise amounts of the work-
ing fluid that, once mixed, result in the combined flow of
the working fluid having the preferred value for the
characteristic.

8. The method according to claim 1, further comprising the
step of determining the intended downstream application for
the working fluid extracted from the first extraction point and
from the second extraction point;

wherein the preferred value for the characteristic of the

working fluid is based on a predetermined preferred
value given the intended downstream application.

9. The method according to claim 8, wherein extracting the
working fluid from the first extraction point and the second
extraction point comprises the steps of:

when the preferred value for the characteristic is within a

predetermined range nested between the characteristic
of the working fluid at the first extraction point and the
characteristic of the working fluid at the second extrac-
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tion point, extracting the working fluid from the first
extraction point and the second extraction point.

10. The method according to claim 1, wherein the charac-
teristic of the working fluid comprises pressure or tempera-
ture.

11. The method according to claim 1, wherein:

the first extraction point comprises a predetermined first

location within the recirculation loop, wherein the pre-
determined first location is at the recirculation compres-
sor, at the turbine, or downstream of the turbine and
upstream of the recirculation compressor; and

the second extraction point comprises a predetermined

second location within the recirculation loop, wherein
the predetermined second location is at the recirculation
compressor, at the turbine, or downstream of the turbine
and upstream of the recirculation compressor.

12. The method according to claim 11, wherein:

the predetermined first location is within the recirculation

compressor; and

the predetermined second location is within the turbine.

13. The method according to claim 11, wherein:

the predetermined first location is within the recirculation

compressor; and

the predetermined second location is within the recircula-

tion conduit.

14. The method according to claim 11, wherein:

the predetermined first location is within the turbine; and

the predetermined second location is within the recircula-

tion conduit.

15. The method according to claim 1, wherein:

the first extraction point comprises a first location within

the recirculation compressor, the first location being
selected because the first location coincides with a
desired pressure or temperature level for the working
fluid at the first location during a first mode of operation
for the power plant; and

the second extraction point comprises a second location

within the recirculation compressor, the second location
being selected because the second location coincides
with the desired pressure or temperature level for the
working fluid at the second location during a second
mode of operation for the power plant;

and wherein the method further comprises the step of

extracting the working fluid from the first extraction
point at the first location when the power plant operates
in the first mode of operation, and extracting the working
fluid from the second extraction point at the second
location when the power plant operates in a second mode
of operation.

16. The method according to claim 15, wherein the first
mode of operation comprises a base load mode of operation
and the second mode of operation comprises a turndown
mode of operation.

17. The method according to claim 1, wherein:

the first extraction point comprises a first location within

the turbine, the first location being selected because the
first location coincides with a desired pressure or tem-
perature level for the working fluid during a first mode of
operation for the power plant; and

the second extraction point comprises a second location

within the turbine, the second location being selected
because the second location coincides with the desired
pressure or temperature level for the working fluid dur-
ing a second mode of operation for the power plant;
further comprising the step of extracting the working fluid
from the first extraction point when the power plant
operates in the first mode of operation, and extracting the
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working fluid from the second extraction point when the
power plant operates in a second mode of operation.

18. The method according to claim 17, wherein the first

mode of operation comprises a base load mode of operation
and the second mode of operation comprises a turndown
mode of operation.

19. The method according to claim 1, further comprising

the steps of:

dumping the working fluid extracted at the first extraction
point, the second extraction point, or both to atmo-
sphere.

20. A power plant comprising:

a recirculation loop about which a working fluid is recir-
culated, the recirculation loop comprising a plurality of
components configured to accept an outflow of the
working fluid from a neighboring upstream component
and provide an inflow of the working fluid to a neigh-
boring downstream component, wherein the recircula-
tion loop includes: a recirculation compressor; a com-
bustor positioned downstream of the recirculation
compressor; a turbine positioned downstream of the
combustor; and a recirculation conduit configured to
direct the outflow of the working fluid from the turbine
as the inflow of the working fluid to the recirculation
compressor;

a first extraction means for extracting the working fluid
from a first extraction point on the recirculation loop,
wherein the first extraction point is located in the recir-
culation compressor, in the turbine, or in the recircula-
tion conduit;

a second extraction means for extracting the working fluid
from a second extraction point on the recirculation loop,
wherein the second extraction point is located in the
recirculation compressor, in the turbine, or in the recir-
culation conduit;

means for controlling the power plant such that the com-
bustor operates at least in periods at a preferred stoichio-
metric ratio; and

wherein the means for controlling the power plant com-
prises a computerized control unit configured to control
extraction of the working fluid from the first extraction
point, by the first extraction means, and from the second
extraction point, by the second extraction means, during
periods when the combustor operates at the preferred
stoichiometric ratio, wherein the computerized control
unit is configured to control mixing of the working fluid
extracted from the first extraction point and the working
fluid extracted from the second extraction point to gen-
erate a combined working fluid having a preferred value
for a characteristic of the combined working fluid based
on an intended downstream application.

21. The power plant according to claim 20, wherein:

the means for controlling the power plant such that the
combustor operates at least in the periods at the preferred
stoichiometric ratio comprises means for controlling an
amount of a compressed oxidant supplied to the com-
bustor and means for controlling an amount of a fuel
supplied to the combustor;

the first extraction means for extracting the working fluid
comprises a first controllable extraction valve at the first
extraction point, and wherein the first controllable
extraction valve is controllable to at least two settings: a
closed setting that prevents extraction of the working
fluid and an open setting that allows the extraction of the
working fluid; and

the second extraction means for extracting the working
fluid comprises a second controllable extraction valve at
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the second extraction point, and wherein the second
controllable is controllable to at least two settings: a
closed setting that prevents extraction of the working
fluid and an open setting that allows the extraction of the
working fluid.

22. The power plant according to claim 21, wherein:

the means for controlling the amount of the compressed

oxidant supplied to the combustor includes an oxidant
compressor, an oxidant conduit that is configured to
direct the compressed oxidant derived from the oxidant
compressor to the combustor, and a controllable oxidant
valve disposed on the oxidant conduit that is controllable
to at least two open settings that allow delivery of the
amount of the compressed oxidant to the combustor and
manipulating the at least two open settings of the con-
trollable oxidant valve to vary the amount of the com-
pressed oxidant delivered to the combustor; and

the means for controlling the amount of the fuel supplied to

the combustor comprises a combustor fuel supply that
includes a controllable fuel valve, the controllable fuel
valve being controllable to at least two open settings that
allow delivery of the amount of the fuel to the combus-
tor; and manipulating the at least two open settings of the
controllable fuel valve to vary the amount of the fuel
delivered to the combustor.

23. The power plant according to claim 22, wherein:

the outflow of the working fluid from the turbine comprises

exhaust gases, which, via the recirculation conduit, are
directed to the recirculation compressor;

the recirculation compressor is configured to compress the

exhaust gases such that the outflow of the working fluid
from the recirculation compressor comprises com-
pressed exhaust gases; and wherein the computerized
control unit that is configured to control the settings of
the controllable oxidant valve and the controllable fuel
valve and means for determining a current stoichiomet-
ric ratio at which the combustor operates and whether
the current stoichiometric ratio is equal to the preferred
stoichiometric ratio.

24. The power plant according to claim 23, wherein the
preferred stoichiometric ratio comprises a stoichiometric
ratio of between 0.75 and 1.25.

25. The power plant according to claim 23, wherein the
preferred stoichiometric ratio comprises a stoichiometric
ratio of between 0.9 and 1.1.

26. The power plant according to claim 23, wherein the
means for determining the current stoichiometric ratio at
which the combustor operates comprises:

means for measuring the amount of the compressed oxi-

dant being supplied to the combustor and means for
measuring the amount of the fuel being supplied to the
combustor; and

the computerized control unit being configured to calculate

the current stoichiometric ratio at which the combustor
operates based on a measurement of the amount of the
compressed oxidant and a measurement of the amount
of the fuel being supplied to the combustor.

27. The power plant according to claim 26, wherein the
means for determining the current stoichiometric ratio at
which the combustor operates comprises a testing means for
testing the working fluid exhausted from the combustor, the
testing means comprises at least one of a sensor for detecting
excess oxidant and a sensor for detecting unspent fuel; and

the testing location comprises a location within a range of

positions on the recirculation loop, the range of positions
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being defined between an inlet to the turbine, and pro-
ceeding in an downstream direction, an inlet to the com-
bustor.

28. The power plant according to claim 23, wherein the
computerized control unit is configured to selectively extract
the working fluid from at least one of the first extraction point
or the second extraction point based on whether the current
stoichiometric ratio in the combustor is determined to be
equal to the preferred stoichiometric ratio.

29. The power plant according to claim 23, wherein:

the recirculation conduit is configured to collect a portion

of the exhaust gases from the turbine and direct the
portion of the exhaust gases to an intake of the recircu-
lation compressor;

the recirculation conduit further comprises a heat recovery

steam generator, the heat recovery steam generator
including a boiler, the heat recovery steam generator
being configured such that the exhaust gases from the
turbine comprises a heat source for the boiler;

the recirculation conduit includes at least one of a chiller

and a blower positioned thereon, the chiller being con-
figured to controllably remove an amount of heat from
the exhaust gases flowing through the recirculation con-
duit such that a more desirable temperature is achieved
at the intake of the recirculation compressor, and the
blower being configured to controllably circulate the
exhaust gases flowing through the recirculation conduit
such that a more desirable pressure is achieved at the
intake of the recirculation compressor.

30. The power plant according to claim 23, further com-
prising:

means for determining a characteristic of the working fluid

at the first extraction point;

means for determining the characteristic of the working

fluid at the second extraction point; and

wherein the computerized control unit is configured to

selectively extract the working fluid from just the first
extraction point, just the second extraction point, or both
the first extraction point and the second extraction point
based on the characteristic of the working fluid at the
first extraction point and the second extraction point.

31. The power plant according to claim 30, wherein:

the first extraction point comprises a location within the

recirculation compressor; and

the second extraction point comprises a location within the

turbine.

32. The power plant according to claim 30, wherein:

the first extraction point comprises a location within the

recirculation compressor; and

the second extraction point comprises a location within the

recirculation conduit.

33. The power plant according to claim 30, wherein:

the first extraction point comprises a location within the

turbine; and

the second extraction point comprises a location within the

recirculation conduit.

34. The power plant according to claim 30, wherein:

the first extraction point comprises a first location within

the recirculation compressor, the first location being
selected to provide a desired pressure or temperature
level for the working fluid during a first mode of opera-
tion for the power plant; and

the second extraction point comprises a second location

within the recirculation compressor, the second location
being selected to provide the desired pressure or tem-
perature level for the working fluid during a second
mode of operation for the power plant;
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the computerized control unit is configured to extract the
working fluid from the first extraction point when the
power plant operates in the first mode of operation and
extract the working fluid from the second extraction
point when the power plant operates in the second mode
of operation.
35. The power plant according to claim 34, wherein the first
mode of operation comprises a base load mode of operation
and the second mode of operation comprises a turndown
mode of operation.
36. The power plant according to claim 30, wherein:
the first extraction point comprises a first location within
the turbine, the first location being selected to provide a
desired pressure or temperature level for the working
fluid during a first mode of operation for the power plant;
and
the second extraction point comprises a second location
within the turbine, the second location being selected to
provide the desired pressure or temperature level during
a second mode of operation for the power plant;

the computerized control unit is configured to extract the
working fluid from the first extraction point when the
power plant operates in the first mode of operation, and
extract the working fluid from the second extraction
point when the power plant operates in the second mode
of operation.

37.The power plant according to claim 36, wherein the first
mode of operation comprises a base load mode of operation
and the second mode of operation comprises a turndown
mode of operation.
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